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Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 
Monday 16th March, 2026 at 7.30 pm 
in Balsham Pavilion (Green Room)

Present:, Kim Pearson, James Kiddy, Jennie Tipler, Steve Wilcox, Jerry Wade, 
Heather Pierce and Gordon Fiddy. 
Also in attendance: Henry Batchelor
Public: 4
Clerk: Tracy Coston 

1. Apologies for absence: Lynda Henderson, Nick Coates and Cllr Geoff Harvey.

2. Councillors are required to review the agenda, and to declare any pecuniary interest in any item. None

3. Public Participation (15 mins):  
Debbie Paton from Speedwatch team: A lot of complaints are received about speeding in the village but it is  only 5 volunteers and only go out once a month. It is hoped to encourage new people to join the team.
The speed watch team would like to have physical speed calming measures in the High Street/West Wickham Road/West Wratting Road to slow the traffic down.  
Need new people to increase the team.
Speed measures along the High Street and West Wickham/Wratting Road and supported by clearer road marking and improved signage.

4. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 16th February, 2026: The previously circulated minutes were approved and signed by the Chair.

5. Report from District and County Councillor: 
County Councillor:  
Forest City: A briefing with the Director of planning has been arranged to explain the process etc.  

6. Matters arising from the minutes:
a)  Refurbishment of the old map board cases on Mays Ave Green and Rosie Green   
     Wood: The map boards are complete on Mays Ave Green and the boards in Rosie 
     Green Wood are being renovated and the new information printed at E & E 
     Plumridges.
b) Pump track project: Two parents and the Clerk are looking into quotes and grants for 
     the project.  The PC agreed that planning permission will be applied for when the 
     quotes have been obtained. 
c) Post at recreation ground car park: Rob Ellam has removed the post.
d) Development off Fox Road/High Street update: The developer will share the draft   
     plans with the PC when they are available.
e) Housing Needs Survey: The Housing Needs Co-ordinator from Cambs Acre is 
    attending the next PC meeting to explain and discuss the process.







7. [bookmark: _Hlk200970701]Solar Farm 
a) Approval/changes to the Terms of Reference to the Kingsway Alliance of Parish Councils: Kim Pearson, Jennie Tipler and Lynda Henderson met with Simon Chandler, Tony Day and Richard Pargeter to discuss Solar Farm matters. The Terms of Reference are being redrafted to address some of the issues that were raised by Balsham PC.  Clerk to contact the new internal auditor to discuss the legalities of donating PC funds to the Solar Farm funds.
Delegated responsibility to be made clear.
The PC Alliance has a dedicated website. Access allowed to the PC but a gmail account would be required.
Kingway didn’t have enough consultation so their application will be delayed.
Walk on Sunday at Western Colville.
b) Updates from Kingsway Solar Farm action group: 
A discussion was had about the PC funding and clarification is required before the PC approves the funds to be transferred. Funds are required for funding the legal case.
More interest is needed in the community especially when the application is made as this would be the opportunity to send comments to the planning department directly.
Kingsway Solar Farm action group are organising a walk around the area on Saturday.

8. Planning:
a) For Discussion:
Proposal: Ash Tree - Fell and base ground out.
Reason - dying decayed ash tree stump (height 7ft, girth 5ft) 3 ft from public footpath through churchyard - 
It is intended to be replaced by a mountain ash (rowan) tree sapling.
Site address: Holy Trinity Church Church Lane Balsham
Reference: 26/0213/TTCA
Public Access link: https://applications.greatercambridgeplanning.org/online-applications/PLAN/26/0213/TTCA
PC Comments: Approve.

Proposal: Birch Tree x 4 - Crown reduction up to 3m, and thinning out of crossing branches 25%.
Site address: 11A West Wratting Road Balsham Cambridgeshire
Reference: 26/0149/TTCA
Public Access link: https://applications.greatercambridgeplanning.org/online-applications/PLAN/26/0149/TTCA
PC Comments: Approve

b) Decisions
Proposal: Demolition of the existing garage and side annex. Part single storey and part two storey side and rear extensions with new front porch.
Site address: 21 Princes Close Balsham Reference: 26/00374/HFUL
Application withdrawn

Proposal: 6-7 trees (ash, field maple, birch) crown raise the trees overhanging Fox Road to 4.5-5m above ground level.
Site address: 121 High Street Balsham Cambridgeshire
Reference: 26/0068/TTCA
SCDC approved application







Proposal: Tree shown in photo 1 - Remove tree to ground level as a new driveway is going to be built where the gate is situated in photo 2.
Cherry tree in photo 3 - Crown reduce by 1.5m to remove weight from tree and reduce overhang over driveway.(see photo)
Cherry tree in photo 4 - Reduce height by 2 metres and reshape/crown reduce tree to rebalance due to UK power removing one side of tree to clear power lines.
Site address: 108 High Street Balsham Reference: 26/0022/TTCA
SCDC approved application

Description: Single storey rear extension.
Address: 3 Anvil Close Balsham Reference: 25/04952/HFUL
SCDC approved application

Description: Single storey side extension. Erection of porch canopy to front and dormer to rear roof.
Address: 2 Queens Close Balsham Reference: 26/00017/HFUL
SCDC approved application

Description: Retrospective change of use of existing Highways verge to residential curtilage.
Address: 1 School Lane Balsham Reference: 25/05058/FUL
SCDC approved application

9. Allotment update
a) Update on vacant allotments: There are 3 full plots and 7 half plots vacant.  All the rents have been received at a total of £ 2,070.00.  
b) Removal of bamboo: The contractor has been reminded to spray the bamboo. 
c) Community Orchard update – volunteers: The mulch has been delivered. Mark Chennells has cleared the area around the trees and all the trees have been fertilised.  Thanks to the allotment working party: Jennie Tipler, Mark Channells and Andy Mitchell
d) Allotment improvement grant: The Clerk has contacted Chris Hall for an updated quote and Falcon Tree Surgery as they have the correct equipment to carry out the work.  A tap near the community orchard will also be added to the quote.  
e) Letter regarding ‘No Parking sign’ at Princes Close allotments: The PC discussed the content of the letter and agreed that the ‘No Parking Sign’ was on land owned by the PC and they will not be moving it.

10. Recreation Ground/Pavilion  
a) Solar Panel registration with British Gas: The Clerk has applied to British Gas to export the electricity from the solar panels.
b) Update on cutting back/removing the leylandii hedge at Balsham Recreation Ground and replacing the fence and hedge: The fence just needs to be completed near the bridge.  The laurels will need to be regularly watered and a watering system needs to be set up. The PC agreed that the fence will not be extended near the recreation ground pedestrian gate as requested by one of the residents.
c) Replacement pavilion heaters update: The old heaters will be sold second-hand.
d) Replacement fascia/downpipes/guttering quote: The Clerk has one quote and is organising another quote for the next meeting.






11. Highway Matters:
a) Update from Balsham Speedwatch and request for speed calming measures: All discussed in Public Participation and the PC agreed to speak to Highways concerning the speed calming measures.
b) Road Sign – Cambridge Road, High Street drain, street light 34, and Hildersham Road ditch all reported: Clerk to report again to Highways.

12. Correspondence:
a) Parish  Council elections 7th May, 2026: The Clerk has supplied the link and forms to all Parish Councillors and offered to take the forms to SCDC by the closing date.
b) IT policy: The Parish Council approved and previously circulated IT Policy.

13. Finance:-  Receipts and payments up to 11/03/2026 and any invoices/receipts received 
up until 16/03/2026 will be considered at the meeting.
a)
	Payments (February)
	
	

	T Coston  Salary  
	£ 1,512.55 (Gross) 
Tax/NI £ 130.16  
Exp: £ 172.56 Pension £ 83.19
	£     1,471.76

	M McCall             
	£ 405.00 (Gross)  £ 81.00  (Tax)   £  110.23 (Ex)
	£        434.23

	S Housden  
	Cleaner – Gross 
	  £        210.00

	British Gas Lite
	Pavilion Electricity
	£        479.14

	P & C Electrical
	Pavilion Wi-fi Heaters
	£     2,666.72

	Santander 
	Bank charges
	£            4.99

	E & E
	Sim for pavilion
	£          27.00

	Mark Channells 
	Fertiliser for orchard
	£          55.76

	Rob Ellam 
	Map boards in High Street
	£        642.00

	Kleen Windows
	Bus shelter
	£          30.00

	Cambridgeshire Pension
	2 x months
	£        765.34

	Cambridgeshire Acre
	Membership
	£          74.50

	Falcon Tree Specialists
	Laurel hedge and planting
	£     2,208.00

	British Gas Lite
	Pavilion Electricity
	£        979.81

	Alan King
	Allotment plant reimbursement
	£          54.49

	Falcon Tree Specialists
	Mulch for Community orchard
	£        336.00

	TOTAL
	
	£   10,439.74


Bank Balances as at 11/03/2026
Community A/C:                            £         3,437.08
H.I. Account:                                 £     116,045.47
3 month notice account (Lloyds)  £        43,871.51
Total	   	       	       £     163,354.06

14. Area Report: 
a) Paving around the map board in High Street: The PC will get a quote for paving around the map boards to help with the mowing.

15. Date of Next Meeting:  The next Parish Council meeting will take place at 7.30pm on 20th April, 2026 in Balsham Pavilion.


Meeting closed at 9.45 pm


Signed                                                              Date   
            ……………………………			…………………….
