                                            BALSHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on 
Monday 19th May, 2025 at 8 pm 
in Balsham Pavilion (Green Room)
Present: Gordon Fiddy, Jennie Tipler, Jerry Wade, Kim Pearson, Lynda Henderson and Heather Pierce.
Public: 6
Also in attendance: 3
Clerk: Tracy Coston

1. Apologies for absence: Jennie Tipler 

2. Election of Chair and Vice-Chair: Kim Pearson was duly elected as Chair and James Kiddy was duly elected as Vice-Chair.  The PC thanked Gordon Fiddy for all his Chairmanship over the last few years, and were pleased that Gordon Fiddy was staying on the Parish Council.
Election of representatives to responsibilities
Other responsibilities: 
Allotments: Jennie Tipler/Heather Pierce/Lynda Henderson
Trees: James Kiddy
Charities: James Kiddy/Steve Wilcox
Highways: Kim Pearson

Rec Grd/Pavilion: Nick Coates/Jerry Wade
Church Institute: Steve Wilcox

3. Councillors are required to review the agenda, and to declare any pecuniary interest in any item: None

4. Public Participation (15 mins):  
Gill Parry-Brown and Dick Paden are arranging the Big Community Lunch/VJ/VE day celebrations on July 5th and have some bookings for entertainment. The WI are serving tea and coffee in the pavilion.
There is an exhibition in the Church Institute and one in the pavilion.
Public liability insurance will be organised for the event.

5. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 14th April, 2025: The previously circulated minutes were approved and signed by the Chair.


6. Report from District and County Councillor: 
District Councillor: Some of the other villages, mainly Weston Colville, have had residents complaining about receiving demanding letters from Kingsway Solar. Legal advice has been sort from the County Council and they agreed that Kingsway were not working to best practice.  
Food waste collection will start by April 2026 as the previous trials went well in other villages.
County Councillor: The PC congratulated Henry Batchelor for his re-election.
AD Plant: The Plant at Streetly End was approved in June/July last year and have all  permissions to start to build.  The decision for the Haverhill AD plant decision is due next month and there are two objections from statutory consultees.  Henry Batchelor has registered to speak at the planning meeting.
West Wickham Road: It is hoped that the road works will be organised by the end of May.

7. Matters arising from the minutes:
a)  Refurbishment of the old map board cases on Mays Ave Green and Rosie Green   
     Wood: Dick Paden is organising the work on Mays Ave Green with Rob Ellam and 
     the work will take place to the board in Rosie Green when the new information sheet is 
     printed.         
b) Trimming of Leylandii trees and cherry trees in High Street: A quote for the tree 
     work is being organised. David Langford indicated to the PC that he would rather that 
     the leylandii trees are not removed. 
c) VE/VJ Day celebrations: All discussed in Public Participation.
d) Churchyard fence: The fence will be replaced by Handyman Dan and paid for by the 
    lady who had the accident.


8. Solar Farm 
a) Formalisation of a creation of an Alliance of Parish Councils: No further information has been received.
b) Updates from Kingsway Solar Farm action group: Tony Day was thanked for his presentation at the Annual Parish Meeting. 
A Community Walk has been organised in West Wratting on Sunday 8th June. The Press will be present and there will be refreshments and a presentation.  The PC will discuss funding for the Solar Farm at the next meeting.
 c) Access request form and Land Interest questionnaire to be completed: The Clerk has completed and returned to Kingsway Solar.

9. Planning:
a) For Discussion:
Proposal: New vehicular and pedestrian access from the property to the highway. Construct 2no. brick piers and hang inward opening gates. Close off existing access and construct/extend brick wall.
Site address: 108 High Street Balsham 
Reference: 25/01489/HFUL
PC Decision: Approve

Proposal: Replacement of existing white UPVC windows and double glazing with an enhanced U Value of 1.4.
Site address: 5 - 7 Mays Avenue Balsham Cambridgeshire
Reference: 25/01570/FUL
PC Decision: Approve

Proposal: Conversion of 1 No. Barn to residential use (Class C3) and new roof.
Site address: Worsted Lodge London Road Old A11 Babraham
Reference: 25/00616/LBC   25/00615/FUL
PC Decision: Approve

b) Decisions: None

10. Allotment update
a) Update on vacant allotments: There are two half plots and one full plot available.
b) Removal of bamboo: The contractor has been asked to spray the bamboo.
c) Community Orchard update: Clerk to ask Herts and Cambs to cut the grass around the trees and spray around the trees.

11. Recreation Ground/Pavilion  
a) Solar panel grant: The PC has now received three quotes for the solar panels at the pavilion.  Solarbarn quote is £ 14,269.00 plus the structural assessment, Cambridge Solar £ 26,409.00 and Home Energy Innovations have quoted £ 17,673.00,  The PC approved the quote from Solarbarn and will ask them to continue the structural survey.
The PC will apply for a grant from SCDC to be completed by 1st July. 
pb) Update on insulation at the pavilion: Orion are carrying out the loft insulation on Wednesday and the cavity walls next week.
c) TAC Cricket Club: The Cricket Club have worked very hard to prepare the wicket.   
TAC will advertise their fixtures in the Balsham Review.
d) Emptying of grass containers: Herts and Cambs will empty the grass container on the rec.

12. Highway Matters:
a) Update on water issue in West Wickham Road: The road works will hopefully be booked in very soon and the PC will keep the pressure on CCC Highways.
b) Support for Hildersham Parish Council’s application for improvements to the Hildersham/Back Road/Balsham crossroads: The PC agreed to support Hildersham PC in their application.

13. Correspondence:
a) 110 High Street: The residents have tried to accommodate more vehicles on their drive. The PC will thank the residents for remodelling the drive and PC will monitor the situation.                                                  
14. Finance:-  Receipts and payments up to 13/05/25 and any invoices/receipts received 
up until 19/05/25 will be considered at the meeting.
a)

	Receipts
	

	Jo Stinton (Pavilion Hire)
	£         60.00

	Balsham Football Club
	£       445.00

	Allotments
	£         20.00

	SCDC (1st Precept)
	£  39,000.00

	Total Receipts
	£  39,525.00

	Payments (May)
	

	T Coston  Salary  £ 1,432.60 (Gross) Tax/NA £ 107.57
                             Exp: £ 173.20   Pension £ 78.80
	£     1,419.43

	M McCall             £ 379.50  (Gross)  £ 76.00  (Tax)   £  22.70 (Ex)
	£        326.20

	S Housden (Gross £)    £ 210.00 
	  £        210.00

	British Gas Lite
	£        405.28 

	Herts and Cambs Grounds Maintenance (3788)
	£     1,278.00

	Dan Holman 
	£        550.00

	HMRC
	£        810.58

	Cambridgeshire Pensions (April/May)
	£        729.90

	Microsoft
	£          23.04

	Avast Support
	£          33.66

	Rialtas Business
	£          42.00

	The Playground Inspection Company
	£        113.94

	Herts and Cambs Grounds Maintenance (692)
	£        162.00

	Herts and Cambs Grounds Maintenance (3834)
	£        726.00

	TOTAL
	£     6,830.03      


Bank Balances as at 13/05/2025
Community A/C:                            £         5,010.64
H.I. Account:                                 £     129,045.70
3 month notice account (Lloyds)  £        43,871.51
Total
   
       
       £     177,927.85

15. Area Report:   
a) Bricks at the pavilion: The bricks need to be swept. 
b) Commercial Barn in High Street: A local resident asked the PC to consider purchasing the offices in High Street for a new Village Hall.  The PC discussed the property and agreed that the PC would not consider the purchase due to finances and lack of car parking spaces and a number of other reasons.

16. Date of Next Meeting:  The next  Parish Council meeting will take place at 7.30pm on 16th June, 2025 in Balsham Pavilion.

The meeting ended at 21.05 pm.


Signed



Dated
            ……………………..


……………………….
