
ISSUE No. 680 MAY 2026

O
ri
gi

na
te

d 
by

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

01
22

3 
89

08
39

 &
 p

ri
nt

ed
 b

y 
E&

E 
Pl

um
ri
dg

e 
01

22
3 

89
14

07

Photo: Matt Hoskins



2 www.balsham.net

Photo: Kathy Day Photo: Larry Davies

Photo: Larry Davies

Photo: Richard Pargeter Photo: Madeleine Softley



Contents Page
Editorial 4-5
From the Review 25 years ago 5
Church Services 6

From the Church 7
Church Services Diary 8

Kingsway Solar  
Community Action Group 9-10

Cambridge Past, Present & Future 10

Christian Aid Week 11

Balsham Good Neighbour Scheme 11

Balsham WI 12

Linton Historical Society 13

From the Review 25 years ago 13

Meadow Primary School 14

Big Balsham Sale 16

Linton Village College 17

Notices 18

East Anglian Air Ambulance 19-20

From the Review 25 years ago 20

May Events Diary 21

Allotment & Community Orchard 22

Charity Quiz 22

Linton Library 23

Balsham Singers 23

Balsham Parish Council 24-25

District & County Councillors 25-26

Big Life Talks 26-27

RAF West Wratting Memorial 27

From the Review 50 years ago 28

The Black Bull 29

West Wickham Gardening Club 30

Bin Collections 30

Weather 31

Balsham Picture House 32

Balsham  
Good Neighbour Scheme

Email balshamgns@gmail.com  
or phone or text 07508 430057

DATE FOR NEXT ISSUE:
TUESDAY MAY 19TH

Copy should be submitted  
where possible to  

editor@balshamreview.com  
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Postbox’ held in the Post Office

The opinions expressed in the letters and articles 
in this magazine are those of the writers who are 
responsible for the accuracy of the information 

contained within them.
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Were you up to see the dawn on 
May Day, Friday, 1st? and did you 
see the dancing at Wandlebury? 
May is a month when we are thinking 
of holidays, with two big weekends, 
and earlier sunrises, and later light 
at night, so more of us are wanting 
to get out and about. If gardening 
is your form of exercise do get to 
the Plant Sales on 2nd and 16th.

The elections around the country 
have had much publicity. In our 
area we are voting for members of 
South Cambridgeshire Council. When 
you go to vote, please remember to 
take photo ID. We don’t need to vote 
for members of Balsham Parish 
Council as there are only seven 
people standing for the nine positions 
available. That means there are two 
vacancies and it would be good to 
have two more people prepared to 
put themselves forward to be 
co-opted onto the council. If you, or 
someone you know, would welcome 
the opportunity to help with the 
future of our village please contact 
the Clerk, Tracy Coston, via the 

details on page 24.

The Annual Parish Meeting is to be 
held in the Pavilion on Monday 
18th, and to encourage us to attend 
there will be refreshments: tea/
coffee and cake; we can hear about 
what has been achieved during the 
past year, and ask about what is 
planned or what villagers would 
like done or improved.

Our Village Red Balloon Sale is to 
be held on Sunday, May 17th. Every 
year the village is thronged with 
people all seeking bargains and 
items they need, and the sellers 
don’t. Why not have a quick Spring 
Turnout and join the sellers. There 
are also places where refreshments 
are available, and the Christian Aid 
stall outside the church did a great 
trade in strawberries last year, so 
look out for treats again. 

That weekend is also the Spring 
Concert of the Balsham Singers. 
They always have a programme with 
a mix of music, to suit all tastes, so 
whether you are into light musicals 
or classical harmonies, the Beatles 
or church music, there will be 
something for you. Do pick up your 
ticket from the Post Office soon, 
before they are sold out.

It seems that May is also a month 
of Quizzes. Friday evening, 15th 
May there will be a Big Quiz in the 
Institute in aid of Church Funds. 

Editorial

www.balsham.net
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This will include a Big Raffle too, 
and if you are intending to go to 
the Quiz in the Black Bull later in 
the month, it will give you a good 
preparation!

Please keep your eye on the latest 
Solar Farm news as this month is a 
critical time to put forward our views. 
Each time I see a map it appears 
that the plans are expanding to 
cover even more land than before. 
The news that the Air Ambulance is 
moving to Shardelowes Farm on 
the road between Balsham and 
Fulbourn may be of relevance to 
the solar farm plans?

I was looking at some past issues of 
the Review and found some short 
pieces that may bring memories, or 
interest. I’m surprised it is only 25 

years since recycling collections 
from our homes, and the 
proliferation of bins and boxes, and 
now another is to join the rest. 
Information is so easily now found 
on our personal tech Yellow Pages 
is a large volume I had forgotten 
about.

Are you old enough to remember 
50 years ago: 1976? That was the 
year first of the big freeze, with 
snow lasting weeks, and then the 
exceptionally hot summer when we 
all wilted along with the crops. 
Please, send in your memories so 
we can have a special section on 
that year of preparation for global 
warming!

Gill Parry Brown
EDITOR, BALSHAM REVIEW

From the Review 25 years ago
Yes, it’s true. Kerbside recycling is 
coming to Balsham! According to 
Don Haymes, South Cambs 
Recycling and Waste-Minimisation 
Officer, the kerbside pick-up of 
newspapers, magazines, junk mail, 
telephone directories (not yellow 
pages), textiles (clothing), tins, 
drinks cans and glass will begin 
here in late June or July. Every 
household will receive a green 
plastic (recycled) box, into which 
all the above-mentioned 
recyclable materials, except glass, 
can be placed. Your glass bottles 

and jars should go in plastic bags 
next to the box. The box should be 
set out where you now put your 
black refuse sacks; its contents 
will be collected fortnightly. The 
kerbside-recycling collection may 
not be on the same day as your 
regular refuse collection, as a 
different contractor is involved. 

A leaflet/calendar with all relevant 
information, including the 
collection days, will be delivered 
(with the box) two weeks before 
the first pick-up.



6 www.balsham.net

Church Services

Services will be shown on the benefice website  
and the Church Notice Board.

Information about services in Holy Trinity Church, Balsham can be found 
on the Church Notice Board and on the website www.grantavale.org.uk 
under the calendar section, or by signing up to our weekly newsletter, 
details of which can also be found on the website. 

CHURCH CONTACTS

Revd. Iain McColl 01223 890693 mccoll.iain@gmail.com

Revd Hannah Threlfall 01223 481090 revthrelfall24@outlook.com

Church Warden:	
Nigel Clark, 01223 893043 n.clark5@btinternet.com

Administrator: Tracey Zambrana Roberts 7churches.seven@gmail.com

SERVICES at other CHURCHES when possible

ROMAN CATHOLIC Masses at:

Cherry Hinton:	 St Philip Howard Church 
Saturday: 5.30pm (Vigil Mass) & Sunday: 10.00am & 12 noon

Haverhill:	 St Felix, Saturday 6.30pm & Sunday 10am

Sawston:	 Our Lady of Lourdes, Sunday: 8.45am & 11.15am

FREE CHURCH: Horn Lane, Linton. Sundays: 10.30am

METHODIST: Haverhill Methodist Church, Camps Road
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From the Church
Cambridgeshire Churches have a 
long-standing partnership with the 
Diocese of Vellore in the Church of 
South India and in January I was 
blessed to be invited along with 
eight other Christians of various 
denominations to join with the 
Diocese in celebrating their Golden 
Jubilee. I had visited India many 
times before and Vellore once as 
part of a previous group. Two of my 
children have also visited Vellore as 
part of youth visits.
However well prepared you are though, 
however many times you might have 
been before, India always excites, 
surprises, and finds some way to 
change you. Christians in general, 
and members of the Church of South 
India in particular are a small 
minority in India although the 
Church is involved with schools and 
hospitals as well as social projects. 
Many of these started being set up 
by missionaries many years ago 
although we always do well to 
remember that Christianity came to 
India well before it came to our 
shores; the first Christian missionary 
was the Apostle Thomas (famously 
known as “Doubting Thomas” although 
I believe his doubts helped many 
people to find faith). Saint Thomas 
was martyred in Chennai (formerly 
Madras).
Fifty years ago, the Diocese of 
Vellore was founded, previously the 
region had been part of the Diocese 
of Madras – and that Jubilee was 

our main reason for the visit, but 
there were many celebrations that 
formed part of it. We were involved 
in dedication ceremonies for several 
new church buildings – mostly built by 
the local congregations themselves. 
The joy of such occasions just 
cannot be overstated, singing, 
dancing and praising the Lord in an 
explosion of colour, sound (and 
nearly always a celebratory meal 
afterwards – we were never hungry!).
We were blessed to witness, and to 
be involved with a baptism of fifty 
adults at one Church, the 
Confirmation of many young people 
at another as well as the very moving 
“lamplighting” service where first 
year nursing students at the School 
of Nursing in the Scudder Memorial 
Hospital were first given their 
uniforms in preparation for working 
on the wards for the first time. It 
was a real privilege to share this 
time with those young people and 
their parents. The main celebration 
service at the Central Church in 
Vellore was incredible – but at four 
and a half hours long we were pleased 
that we were able to stretch our legs 
in the middle.
I returned tired, as you can imagine, 
but wonderfully spiritually refreshed 
and renewed and we are looking 
forward to a visit from Bishop Sharma 
to coincide with the installation of 
Bishop Sarah in Ely

Alastair France
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May 
Services 9:30am 11:00am PM Services

3rd

United Service with  
Holy Communion 

Balsham 
Revd Iain McColl/ 

Revd Hannah Threlfall

10th

Holy Communion 
West Wickham 

Revd Iain McColl/ 
Steven Wheeler

Morning Worship 
West Wratting 
Alistair Collen

Morning Worship 
Balsham 

Alistair Collen
Holy Communion 
Great Abington 

Revd Iain McColl/ 
Revd Hannah Threlfall

Café Church 
Hildersham 

Revd Iain McColl

6.00pm 
Taizé service  

Weston Colville 
Revd Iain McColl

17th

Morning Worship 
West Wickham 
Steven Wheeler

Holy Communion 
West Wratting 

Revd Iain McColl

Holy Communion 
Balsham 

Revd Hannah Threlfall
Holy Communion 
Little Abington 

Revd Iain McColl

6.00pm 
Taizé service  
Hildersham 

Revd Hannah Threlfall

24th

Holy Communion 
West Wickham 

Revd Kathy Bishop/ 
Alastair France

Holy Communion 
Weston Colville 
Revd Iain McColl

Holy Communion 
Balsham 

Revd Kathy Bishop/ 
Alastair France

Holy Communion 
(BCP) 

Hildersham 
Revd Iain McColl

6.00pm 
Evening Prayer  
Great Abington 
Revd Iain McColl

31st
Creative Church  
Abington Hub 

Revd Hannah Threlfall/ 
Rosemary Mead

Holy Communion 
Balsham 

Revd Iain McColl/ 
Alastair France

Regular Midweek Services
Every Tuesday at Hildersham church – 7.00pm Silent Space followed by Compline

Every Thursday at Balsham church – 9.30am Holy Communion (said service)

Every Friday at Weston Colville church – 8.45am Morning Prayer
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Kingsway SolarCommunity Action
What we know now
With Kingsway’s plans nearly 
finalised, we now know more about 
what this industrial-scale 
development around our villages 
will look like.

n	Over one million panels mounted 
in frames over 4-metres high (as 
tall as double decker buses).

n	Include up to 300 container-sized 
lithium-ion battery storage units.

n	Over 3,000 acres of prime 
farmland (larger than Heathrow 
Airport).

n	Affecting an area roughly 7 miles 
across, from Worsted Lodge by 
the A11 to Brinkley

n	With 15km of pylons up to 65m 
tall, connecting the site to 
Burwell substation (not yet 
submitted for planning).

n	Three years of heavy construction 
traffic on our village roads.

This will fundamentally change the 
land use, heritage and character of 
our countryside. If you’re unsure why 
so many people in the community 
are opposing the project, watch our 
short video explaining their concerns:
https://vimeo.com/1162674623?fl=pl&fe=vl
The fight continues
At the time of writing (16 April), 
Kingsway is expected to submit 
their planning application to the 
Planning Inspectorate (PINS) in the 
coming days or weeks. Once 

submitted, and if accepted by PINS 
(which can take up to 28 days), the 
national planning process will begin 
— but this does not mean the 
project has been approved, and the 
community can still play an important 
role. This is the first chance for 
residents, parish councils and 
community groups to send their 
views directly to the decision-
makers, rather than the developer, 
Kingsway.

At that point, anyone can register 
as an Interested Party and submit a 
short comment outlining their 
concerns (called a Relevant 
Representation). There will only be 30 
days to do this, so it is important 
to be ready. KSCA will provide 
guidance, workshops and templates 
to help make the process 
straightforward. In the meantime, 
please sign up to receive updates 
from PINS so you are notified as 
soon as the application is 
submitted. Go to:  
https://national-infrastructure-consenting.
planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/
EN010165
Our aim is for over 1,000 people to 
register as Interested Parties to 
ensure the Planning Inspectorate 
knows the strength of feeling 
across the area.

KSCA becomes a registered 
community organisation
KSCA is now registered as a 
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Company Limited by Guarantee and 
a Community Interest Company, 
meaning it can operate formally 
while ensuring it acts in the interests 
of the wider community. These 
steps help ensure the campaign is 
run responsibly and can represent 
the community effectively.

Support the legal campaign
KSCA, working with the Parish 
Council Alliance, is engaging legal 
advisers and independent experts 
in areas such as hydrology, battery 
energy storage systems (BESS) and 
landscape impact. Their evidence 
will be essential to present to the 
planning inspectors at a later stage. 

If you are able, please consider 
supporting this work: 
https://www.crowdjustice.com/case/
kingswaysolarcommunitylegalaction/
Can you spare a few hours?
Over the coming weeks we will also 
need volunteers to help with 
awareness activities such as social 
media, leafleting, community 
events and workshops. If you can 
help, please contact:  
hello@kingswayaction.org

Together we can make sure our 
community is heard.

Kathy Day

A centuries-old sunrise ritual returns 
to one of Cambridge’s most historic 
landscapes

Early risers will gather at 
Wandlebury Country 
Park from 5.15am on 
Friday 1 May to welcome 
the dawn with 
traditional Morris 
dancing, as the Devil’s 
Dyke Morris Men perform 
their annual May Day 
ritual at sunrise.

Set within the woodlands of 
Wandlebury, an ancient landscape 
with a long history of human 
settlement, the event marks the 
arrival of summer in a powerful way. 
As the sun rises over the Gog Magog 
Hills, dancers in traditional dress 

dance to live music, continuing a 
custom that returns to the same 
spot each year.

Despite the early hour, 
the gathering draws a 
large audience, with 
visitors arriving in 
darkness to witness the 
transition into daylight. 
For many, it has become 
a personal tradition, a 
chance to pause, mark 

the season, and experience 
Wandlebury at its most atmospheric.

Dancing begins at approximately 
5.29am, with attendees invited to 
gather from 5.15am on the picnic 
field (signposted from the main 
entrance).

Cambridge Past Present & Future
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Balsham Good Neighbour Scheme
These dates are booked for 
Community Coffee Mornings, which 
are once a month, on Tuesdays, 
and from 10am to 12 noon, in the 
Institute in Church Lane. Everyone 
is welcome, with children and/or 
well-behaved dogs. The freshly 
made cakes are delicious, and it’s 
all FREE!
n	May 12th
n	June 9th
n	July 14th

Contact details:  
Email balshamgns@gmail.com or 
phone 07508 430057

If you need assistance, especially 
with transport to medical 
appointments, contact us using the 
links above. If you would like to 
volunteer with us, do get in touch.

Steve Jordan
BALSHAM GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME

Christian Aid is a charity and aid 
agency that exists to work against 
poverty and the causes of poverty. 
This year's appeal focuses on Nairobi, 

Kenya and a project to enable people 
to grow food in urban farms.
Christian Aid Week 2026 is from 
10th - 16th May. You will be getting 
a collection envelope through your 
letter boxes for you to donate. The 
donations can be taken to the 
Balsham Post Office or given in at 
the Christian Aid stall at the Big 
Balsham Sale on Sunday 17th May.

Christian Aid Week

Big Quiz Night
Friday, May 15th 7.00 for 7.30pm

at the Institute, Church Lane, Balsham

■ £5 per person entry
■ Bring your own drink - glasses provided
■ Nibbles on tables

■ Teams of 6 or fewer.
■ Big ra�e
■ In aid of Church funds
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At our April meeting we welcomed 
Rachel Carr, Cybercrime and Fraud 
Prevention Officer at 
Cambridgeshire Police. Rachel is 
part of a team who for the past five 
years have been investigating 
different types of fraud and the 
monies lost to it. Shockingly, there is 
between £1.5 and 2 million lost to 
fraud over a 4-week period in 
Cambridgeshire only. Half of all fraud 
crime is carried out online and can 
be anything from computer fraud, 
cryptocurrency, online dating sites or 
QR codes that direct to fraudulent 
websites.

Rachel also 
highlighted other 
types of scams that 
target vulnerable 
people, including 
door-to-door 
salesmen who use 
tactics to convince 
people that work is required and 
put pressure on for payment, often 
resulting in work being completed 
to a poor standard or not at all, 
and fraudsters calling pretending to 
be from the bank or the police 
asking you to move money.

It was a most interesting and 
enlightening talk, and we were left 
well equipped with information on 
what to do should we find ourselves 
victims of this ever increasing and 

technologically advancing crime 
and remembering that if it sounds 
too good to be true, it probably is.

Our next meeting is on Tuesday 
12th May, and we will be joined by 
speaker Bob Ensch, who will be 
talking about FutureIN and It Takes 
a City initiatives, which offer 
opportunities for young and 
vulnerable people in Cambridge.

Save the Date
Balsham WI Autumn Fair, Saturday 
3 October, 2026. 10am – 2pm at 
Balsham Church Institute. If you 
are interested in a stall at this 

event, please 
contact Juliet 
Bevan on g7rvs@
hotmail.co.uk 

We are a friendly 
group, and new 
members are 
always welcome. 

Our meetings are held on the 
second Tuesday of each month at 
7.30pm in the Pavilion, Balsham. 
Please get in touch if you are 
interested in joining us – 
balshamwi@gmail.com or send a 
message on Facebook,  
@Balsham WI

Sarah Evans

Balsham WI
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Linton & District Historical Society
Philip Stott introduced us to the 
Darwin family and their associations 
with Cambridge. It appears that at 
first not all were academically 
inclined, but nevertheless, they went 
on to achieve great success and 
left their mark, the most well-known 
being Charles. Philip recommended 
reading ‘Period Piece‘, written by 
Gwen (Darwin) Raverat, great 
grand-daughter of Charles from 
which he used extracts during the 
course of his talk. It shows some 
amusing sketches featuring the 
Darwin family along with 
accompanying stories.

A highly interesting evening well-
presented and thoroughly 
enjoyable.

Next meeting
We now look forward to another 
family affair, when we will be joined 
by Philip’s wife Anne Stott who will 
be presenting an equally interesting 
topic:
The other Princess Charlotte (1796-
1817), heir presumptive to the 
British Throne.
Tuesday 19th May 2026, starting 
7.30pm Linton Village Hall, Coles 
Lane (easy parking in the Health 
Centre car park opposite)
This is the last meeting for this 
season and we hope to be back in 
September.
For further details of the LDHS please 
Email: ldhscambs@gmail.com
Tel: 01223 893915 or 01223 678835

From the Review 25 years ago
For the Gardener
Although in more southern 
countries it is possible to plant 
out the half-hardy annuals early in 
May, it is prudent in our area to 
wait until the end of the month 
before planting out the tender 
subjects. All will need hardening off 
in a cold frame prior to planting 
out. Thorough soil preparation, 

together with the application of 
some slow-release fertiliser, will 
help to ensure they give value for 
money. Let us hope that the late 
spring Bank Holiday weather will 
be kind, so that planting can take 
place and all our plants get off to 
a good start.

H. Gawthorp
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The Meadow Primary School
New Beginnings at The Meadow 
As we welcome the summer term, 
there is a real sense of change and 
reflection across The Meadow Primary 
School, alongside the same warmth, 
energy and enthusiasm that make 
our school such a special place.
A Fond Farewell
This term, we say a heartfelt goodbye 
to our Headteacher, Nichola 
Pickford, who has led The Meadow 
for the past 13 years. During her time 
here, she has guided the school 
through both challenges and 
successes, helping it grow from 
strength to strength.
Mrs Pickford has supported hundreds 
of children, families and staff, and 
her care, dedication and leadership 
have made a lasting impact on our 
whole community. She has also 
played a significant role across 
Anglian Learning and at our sister 
school, Wimbish. While we will miss 
her guidance tremendously, we are 
incredibly proud of her as she moves 
on to her new role as Director of 
Primary Education. We wish her every 
success in this exciting next chapter.
Looking Ahead
Following on from this, we are 
delighted to welcome Nicky Butcher 
into the role of Headteacher. Having 
been a dedicated and supportive 
Deputy Headteacher, Mrs Butcher 
already knows our school community 
inside and out. We are confident 
she will continue to lead The 

Meadow with the same care and 
commitment, steering us 
confidently into the future.
A Performance to Remember
Our Year 3 and 4 children recently 
treated us to a truly beautiful 
performance of The Boy, the Mole, 
the Fox and the Horse. The children, 
supported by their teachers, worked 
incredibly hard to bring this 
inspiring story to life.
It was a powerful and moving 
production that left not many dry 
eyes in the audience. We are so 
proud of all the children and staff 
involved for creating such a 
memorable experience.
Fundraising Fun
The children also had great fun, last 
month, raising money for Comic 
Relief by taking part in a “Break the 
Rules” day. From wacky costumes 
and creative hairstyles to choosing 
their own breaktime snacks, there 
was plenty of laughter and 
excitement throughout the day.
It was wonderful to see the school 
community come together for such 
a good cause while enjoying a 
well-earned bit of fun.
As we step into this new chapter, 
we look ahead with excitement 
- embracing new beginnings, fresh 
opportunities and continuing to grow 
together as a school community.

Faye Facer
ASSISTANT HEADTEACHER
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Ascot Style Ladies’ Day
I N  B A L S H A M

Dear Ladies
You are all invited to wear your best hat to an 
Ascot Style Ladies’ Day Afternoon Tea on 

Thursday 18th June at The Black Bull, Balsham,
to raise some funds for Breast Cancer 
awareness, help and support during 

a di�cult period in people’s lives.
Afternoon tea, drinks at the bar, entertainment, 

stalls, ra�e, flutter at the bookies,
 prize for the most stylish hat plus lots of fun.

Tickets available from Glynis Hanlon 
TEL: 07754 049 233     EMAIL:  glynis@inbox.com

£17.50 or earlybirds at £15.00
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Big Balsham Sale
Sunday 17th May 2026, 9am – 2pm

Do you want to have a good clear out 
and sell all those unwanted items? 
Then sign up to the Big Balsham Sale 
which is our annual community sale 
where householders can sell from 
their own garages /driveways or 
promote your local business
It only costs £5 which includes 
advertising (posters, banners and 
Facebook) and a village map showing 
the location of all participants so 
visitors and traders will know where 

to spend!!! You will also receive red 
balloons to fly so pinpointing your 
pitch to the buyers. 
In order to guarantee your position 
is displayed on the published map 
please complete the tear-off slip 
below and drop it in at 11 High 
Street, Balsham with the £5 fee by 
Wednesday 13th May. 
Your seller’s pack (balloons & map) 
will be available for collection from 
11 High Street on Saturday 16th 
after 2pm.
For more information please contact:

Glynis Hanlon
Tel: 01223 890 219
Email: bigbalshamsale@gmail.com
Facebook: bigbalshamsale

NAME:

ADDRESS:

POSTCODE:

SIGNED:

If we need to get in touch with you please provide the following contact details:

TELEPHONE:

EMAIL:

I apply for an entry to the Big Balsham Sale 18th May 2023 and enclose the 
£5 fee.
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Linton Village College
Community Connections
Linton Village College continues to 
value its close links with the local 
community, working with families, 
volunteers and partner organisations 
to support students and shared 
activities.

The College is grateful for the ongoing 
support of its Trust Fund, 
established in 1987 to help meet the 
welfare needs of individual pupils 
and to widen access to extra 
curricular opportunities. Over the 
past year, more than £3,200 has 
been donated, including Gift Aid, 
helping over 40 students take part 
in activities. The College would also 
like to thank John Batchelor and 
Scilla Harvey, who recently stepped 
down from the Trust Fund committee 
after many years of dedicated service.

The Friends of LVC is our PTA. We 
are very lucky to have a fantastic, 
dedicated team of parents and 
carers that support the College 
through fundraising and organising 
community events. The annual 
Friends Quiz Night takes place at 
LVC on Friday 8th May in the main 
school hall.

Tickets are on sale online for teams 
of 6 and are available via the school 
website on the ‘Linton Village 
College - Parents - Friends of LVC’ 
page

Tickets are priced at £15 including 

a fish and chip supper. There will 
be a bar and raffle with donations 
from local businesses. Money 
raised will be invested in enriching 
LVC students’ school experience.

We are also excited to be hosting 
the 20th anniversary of the Linton 
Book Festival on the weekend of 
the 16-17th May. It’s a fantastic 
FREE family event celebrating 
reading and offering reading 
themed and creative activities for 
children aged 0–11 including talks 
and workshops led by children’s 
authors and illustrators. Tickets 
can be secured in advance via the 
lintonbookfest.org website.

Laura Heard 
PR & COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER
Email: lheard@lintonvc.org

Visit from author Cathy Reay
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    BIG LIFE TALKS
A SERIES OF PUBLIC  TALKS AND DISCUSSIONS

EXPLORING SOME BIG LIFE ISSUES LED BY
PROMINENT  MEMBERS OF THE SCIENTIFIC,  MEDICAL,

TECHNOLOGY AND THEOLOGICAL  COMMUNITIES.

“Are Natural Disasters Inevitable?
Insights from Science and Religion.”

Wednesday 13  May - 6.30pmth

The Abington Institute

Organised by the Abington Churches
part of the Scientists in Congregations initiative and funded by the Templeton World Charity Foundation

Professor Bob White

All Welcome - complimentry tea, coffee and cake too!

For more inforamation - contact either 
Revd Hannah Threlfall - revthrelfall24@outlook.com or 

Tony Collect - tony.collett3112@gmail.com

Professor Robert (Bob) White is an Emeritus Fellow of St
Edmund’s College Cambridge, Professor of Geophysics and
a fellow of the Royal Society. His research has taken him to
the Atlantic, Indian and Pacific Oceans and he is currently
investigating active volcanoes in Iceland. He has been
awarded a Gold Medal of the Royal Astronomical Society in
recognition of a lifetime’s achievement in research.

 B A L S H A M  B O W L S  C LU B

OPEN DAY
Saturday May 9th

1pm to 5pm 

A chance to try bowls - 
all welcome

Bring flat soled shoes - 
all other equipment provided

Refreshments will be available
Children must be accompanied by an adult

FURTHER INFORMATION
r.stigwood@btinternet.com

at the Bowls Green (next to the Church)
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East Anglian Air Ambulance

South Cambridgeshire District 
Council has approved the charity’s 
application for a new purpose-built 
air ambulance facility at New 
Shardelowes Farm on Balsham 
Road, Fulbourn – a first step in 
East Anglian Air Ambulance’s 
mission to secure a new home in 
Cambridgeshire.

The charity, which operates from 
two strategically located bases in 
Cambridge and Norwich, ensuring its 
two helicopters can cover anywhere 
in the region within 25 minutes, 
has had to search for a new site to 
operate its Cambridge-based service 
due to the impending closure of 
Cambridge Airport in 2030.

The charity now urgently needs to 
raise £8.2 million to build the new 
base. The approved site is 
approximately 10.35 acres. In 

addition to helipads and a hangar, 
plans include a garage area for the 
charity’s critical care cars, crew 
facilities, a medical store, a training 
and educational area, and overnight 
accommodation and resting facilities 
for night shift and visiting crew, as 
well as office space for ground staff.

The Charity is calling on people and 
businesses in Balsham to help 
protect the future of their local air 
ambulance

Matthew Jones, CEO of East 
Anglian Air Ambulance said “We’ve 
moved swiftly to secure planning 
permission for a new site in Fulbourn, 
but we must now raise the funds to 
build the base. This is our biggest 
and most ambitious challenge yet, 
and we can’t do it alone. We urgently 
need the public’s help. The vision for 
our new Cambridge base isn’t just 
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about bricks and mortar. It’s about 
making sure people in life 
threatening emergencies across our 
region continue to receive the very 
best care, fast.”

East Anglian Air Ambulance has 
made it easy for people to support 
the appeal:

n	Text BASE10 or BASE20 to 70480 
to donate £10 or £20 (Texts cost 
the donation amount plus one 
standard network rate. Donors will 
opt in to hear more from the 
charity; to donate without receiving 
further information, text: 
BASENOINFO)

n	Call the donation hotline on 
03450 669 999 (Monday–Friday, 
8.30am–5pm)

n	Donate online at eaaa.org.uk/base

n	Return a donation or direct debit 
pledge using appeal envelopes 

being delivered to households 
across the region

n	Donations of £175 or more will be 
recognised by adding a supporter’s 
chosen name to one of the charity’s 
helicopters.

Supporters can also fundraise by 
hosting events or taking on 
challenges - from bake sales and 
charity balls, to marathons, skydives 
and other adventurous activities. 
Schools, businesses, sports clubs 
and community groups are also 
being encouraged to make East 
Anglian Air Ambulance their chosen 
charity and fundraise together in 
ways that work for them.

The charity estimates that if every 
household across Cambridgeshire, 
Bedfordshire, Norfolk and Suffolk 
gave just £10, the appeal target 
would be exceeded immediately.

 

From the Review 25 years ago
Church News
On Easter Day, the Church looked 
lovely with all the flowers. But in 
addition, there were the 12 new 
kneelers for the communion rail in 
the Chancel. Yvonne Cubitt had 
masterminded and designed these 
lovely kneelers, and we are truly 

grateful to her for all the 
enthusiasm and encouragement 
she engendered in those who 
sewed! They greatly enhance the 
furnishings of the Church.

Joanna Sanders
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DATE EVENT & TIME VENUE

Friday 1st Bring in May Day, 5.15 am Wandlebury

Saturday 2nd Plant Sale, 9.30-12.00 Prince Memorial

Saturday 2nd Picture House, Hamnet 7.00pm for 7.30pm Institute

Thursday 7th Election for South Cambs Councillors Institute

Saturday 9th Bowls Club Open Day, 1-5pm Bowls Club

Sunday 10th - 
Saturday 16th

Christian Aid Week Village

Tuesday 12th Community Café, 10.00—12.00 Institute

Tuesday 12th WI, 7.30pm Pavilion

Wednesday 13th Big Life Talks, 6.30pm Abington Institute

Friday 15th Big Quiz, 7.00 for 7.30pm Institute

Saturday 16th
West Wickham Plant Sale,  
10.30—12.30

West Wickham 
Village Hall

Saturday 16th Balsham Singers’ concert, 7,30pm Church

Sunday 17th Big Balsham Sale 9am-2pm Village

Monday 18th
Annual Parish Meeting &  
Council Meeting, 7.30pm

Pavilion

Tuesday 19th
Linton & District Historical Society, 
7.30pm

Linton Village Hall 

Tuesday 26th Monthly Quiz, 8pm Black Bull

Sunday 31st
RAF Wratting Common  
Memorial Service, 12 noon

Wratting Common



All the orchard trees have now been 
mulched. A tap will be located on 
the south side of the Hawthorns 
plots to enable watering if the dry 
weather continues. This will also 
benefit plot holders.

The Plant Sale on 2nd May, 09:30-
12:00 at the Prince Memorial, will 
be an opportunity to stock up on 
plants for your allotment and 
gardens. Money raised from sales 
will be used to replace some of the 
missing trees next winter. 

Further work has been carried out 
on Wally’s Triangle, however there 
is still a great deal to do. The Covid 
Memorial tree has been received 
and is being cared for pending 
clearing of an area for planting. Any 
volunteers would be most welcome, 
and can get in touch via 
balshamallotments@balsham.net 

We still have a number of vacant 
allotments. Thanks to the volunteers 
keeping them tidy. The allotments 
were inspected recently and there 

is a lot of good work going on. 
However, some allotments require 
attention and the plot holders will 
be contacted.

Jennie Tippler

www.balsham.net22

Allotment & Community Orchard News

Saturday 2ND May
9.30 - 12.00

at
The Prince Memorial

In aid of replacing lost trees 
on the Community Orchard

Balsham Monthly Charity Quiz
If you enjoy a quiz why not join us 
once a month.
We meet at the Black Bull pub, who 
kindly let us have a room.
Our quizzes are varied and set by 
different people.
Each player pays a £1 and all the 
money goes to charity, the winning 

team decide which one.
The quiz starts at 8pm so get there 
by 7.45 to get a seat (and a drink)!
The next quiz is on May 26th (its 
held on the last Tuesday of the 
month).
All welcome! 
Hope to see a few new teams!
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Linton Library News

Opening hours
Mon CLOSED	 Thurs 2-5pm
Tues 10am-5pm	 Fri 10am-5pm
Weds 4-7pm	 Sat 10am-1pm

National Year of Reading is about 
inspiring people to read more. 
Whatever your passion, we have 
something for it. If you visit to use 
the computer, find a quiet space, 
or borrow a jigsaw, why not explore 
our shelves too? Membership is 
free and we have books, CDs and 
e-lending for every age and interest.
Never been to the library? This is 
the perfect time to discover what 
is waiting for you. Our library is a 
friendly community space for reading, 
creativity and connection. Explore, 
discover and read into what you 
love at your library.
Discovered a new favourite author 
at Linton Children’s Book Festival? 
Pop in to see what books we have.
We’ll be celebrating Local & Community 
History Month, so come and learn 
something new about our village.
Daylight Readers: Our Book Groups 
meet on Friday 15th, one at 
10.30am and the other at 2.30pm. 
The morning group would love to 
welcome new members.

Rhythm & Rhyme: Tuesday 
mornings 10.30-11am for 0-4 years 
(term time only), followed by Duplo. 
We would love to see you and your 
little ones there! 
Knit and Natter: every Tuesday, 
2pm – 4pm. Bring along any craft 
project you’re working on.
IT Drop In: every Wednesday 5-7pm, 
knowledgeable volunteers are here 
to offer help with Information 
Technology.
Games Afternoon: weekly, Thursday 
2-4pm. Come and meet new 
people, board/card games provided 
or bring your favourite to share.
Lego/Duplo: Friday 10-11am, weekly 
(every 1st, 2nd & 4th Friday). Come 
along and entertain your 0-4 year old.

Vicky Anandraj & Ann King
COMMUNITY LIBRARY ASSISTANTS

Balsham Singers
Balsham Singers Spring Concert 
featuring music by Wood, Parry, The 
Beatles and The Carpenters, 
amongst others will be held on 
Saturday 16th May at 7.30pm in 
Holy Trinity Church, Balsham. 

Tickets are £12 (£1 under 16’s ) and 
will be available from 1st April from 
Balsham Post Office, choir members 

and online at

www.ticketsource.co.uk/
balshamsingers

We always so happy to welcome 
such a lovely audience, hope we’ll 
see you there again.

Jo Stinton
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Highways:
The PC have reported the potholes 
and broken highway signs to CCC 
Highways. Please report all Highway 
issues to:  
https://highwaysreporting.
cambridgeshire.gov.uk/en-gb 
The PC have submitted an application 

for a 20mph speed limit to the 
Local Highways Panel at CCC.
Allotments:
There are 3 full sized plots and 5 
half plots available. Please contact 
the PC for more details. 
Kingsway Solar Farm:
Tony Day gave the PC an update on 
the Action Group. The formal 
application for the Solar Farm is 
expected very soon. The PC 
encourages all residents to send in 
comments to the proposals.

Planning:
For Discussion:

Site address: 21 Princes Close 
Reference: 26/01061/HFUL  
Proposal: Demolition of the existing 
garage and side annex. Part single 
storey and part two storey side and 
rear extensions with new front 
porch. 
PC Decision: No recommendation

Site address: 100 High Street 
Reference: 26/01062/FUL    
Proposal: Change of use from offices 
(Class E) to two four-bed 
dwellinghouses (Class C3), together 
with the installation of two air 
source heat pumps, two carports 
with PV solar panels, new boundary 
treatment, alterations to fenestration, 
and associated alterations. 
PC Decision: No recommendation

Balsham Parish Council
The Parish Council Meeting took place on 20th April, 2026 in Balsham Pavilion

The next Parish Council Meeting  
will be held on 18th April, 2026  
at 7.30 pm in Balsham Pavilion

This is the Annual Meeting  
when reports are read.
• questions answered 
• refreshments served

ALL WELCOME TO ATTEND

Parish Councillors Kim Pearson, 
James Kiddy, Lynda Henderson, 

Jennie Tipler, Steve Wilcox, 
Heather Pierce and Jerry Wade 

are considered elected unopposed 
to the Parish Council, due to only 
7 Councillors standing for 9 seats.  
Therefore there are two vacancies 

on the Parish Council and if 
anyone would like to apply to be 
co-opted to the council please 

contact me for more information. 
(clerk@balsham.net)

The Parish Council thanked 
Gordon Fiddy and Nick Coates  

for all their work on the  
Parish Council.
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Site address: 6 Queens Close 
Reference: 26/00902/HFUL  
Proposal: Part single, part two 
storey rear and side extension. 
Juliet balcony to rear elevation. 
PC Decision: No recommendation

Decisions: 
Site address: 37 Fox Road 
Reference: 26/0153/TTPO|TPO    

Proposal: Fell and replacement of 
new trees. 
SCDC Decision: Application refused

Tracy Coston 
PARISH CLERK
Tel: 01223 894462 / 07929930385 
Email: clerk@balsham.net 
Website: www.balsham.net

District & County Councillor’s Report
April 2026

Cambridge Growth Company
You may recall from previous reports 
that the government have identified 
Cambridge as an area they see prime 
for growth, due to the boom of the 
science and tech sector in the 
Greater Cambridge area. The 
numbers of additional houses that 
the government think would be 
sufficient to support this economic 
growth is still uncertain, with numbers 
around the 100,000 mark being 
mooted, although still unconfirmed.

To manage this growth, and to 
identify areas to build these new 
houses, the government have set up 
the Cambridge Growth Company, 
which will morph into the 
Development Corporation (DevCo). 
A lot of the detail of how this will 
be set up is still unclear, but from 
correspondence with the relevant 
government minister, it would seem 
that this DevCo would ultimately 
take planning powers away from 
the local authorities for the larger 

‘strategic sites’

Food Waste Collection
Due to a change in the law by 
DEFRA (the government dept for 
environment & food), all local 
authorities will have to collect food 
waste separately from other green 
waste, starting this year. We will all 
get a new separate food caddy in 
the coming months that all food 
waste must be disposed into. This 
will then be collected every week 
alongside the usual bin. For us this 
is on Wednesday. We are expecting 
the new caddies to reach us by 
September-time, as the rollout is 
across the Greater Cambridge area, 
with our area one of the last to 
receive them.

Electric Vehicle Cable Channel Trial
The County Council is embarking 
on a trial to help people that have 
electric vehicles but no driveway to 
park and charge them. The trial will 
offer up to a certain number of 
people in our district the chance to 
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apply for a channel, which runs 
from their charger within their 
property, across the pavement, and 
connect to their vehicle. It’s made 
clear that the homeowner will need 
their own charging system, all the 
trial provides is the channel to 
cross the pavement. There are 
some costs involved, depending on 
your personal circumstances.

Full info and to register your 
interest:  
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/
residents/travel-roads-and-parking/
roads-and-pathways/electric-vehicle-
charging/electric-vehicle-cable-channel-
trial
Life Skills
The County Council’s Skills team 
are offering a number of life skill 
classes. These are designed to help 
people pick up a variety of new skills 
that could help with day-to-day 
life. Most of these classes could be 
fully funded, depending on an 

individual’s circumstance. Full 
information can be found here 
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/
residents/adults/cambridgeshire-skills-
adult-learning
Elections
There are District Council elections 
this May, where the electors in the 
Linton area are being asked to 
elect someone to represent them 
at the District Council for the next 
two years, until it becomes the new 
Unitary authority in 2028. Geoff is 
re-standing and seeking re-election 
to remain as your District Councillor 
for another 2 years.

Contact Information:

Geoff Harvey
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 
geoff.harvey@gmail.com

Henry Batchelor
COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
henrybatchelor89@gmail.com

Wednesday 13th May, 6.30pm, 
Abington Institute
'This is the first in a series of engaging 
public talks and discussions that 
we hope will continue throughout 
the year and are open for everyone’ 
says the Revd Hannah Threlfall. 
Each event will feature a brief talk 
addressing important life topics, 
delivered by leading figures from 
scientific, medical, technology, and 

theological fields. The session will 
be followed by a Q&A and 
complimentary refreshments.

The first speaker will be Prof. Bob 
White and the talk will be titled – 
“Are Natural Disasters Inevitable? 
Insights from Science and Religion.”

Professor Robert (Bob) White is a 
Fellow of St Edmund’s College 
Cambridge having been Professor 
of Geophysics in the Dept of Earth 

Big Life Talks 
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Sciences. He is a Fellow of the 
Geological Society and his work at 
sea has taken him to the Atlantic, 
Indian and Pacific Oceans and his 
research group is currently investigating 
the internal structure of volcanoes 
in Iceland. He is a Fellow of the 
Royal Society and was awarded a 
Gold Medal of the Royal Astronomical 
Society in recognition of a lifetime’s 
achievement in research. His 
scientific work is published in over 
350 papers and articles.

For more information please 
contact either Revd Hannah 
Threlfall or Tony Collett: 
tony.collett3112@gmail.com  

The talks are being organised by 
Abington Churches as part of the 
Scientists in Congregations initiative 
and funded by the Templeton World 
Charity Foundation.

Tony Collett 

R.A.F. Wratting Common
May Memorial Service  
Sunday 31ST May 2026
A short open-air service will be 
held at 12 noon on Sunday 31st May 
2026 at the R.A.F. Wratting Common 
Memorial, to commemorate the 
anniversary of the commissioning 
of the airfield. The last Sunday in 
May was chosen for this annual 
service as it was the same day in 
1943 that the airfield was 
commissioned. The Memorial is 
dedicated to those who served at 
the airfield, especially the 260 who 
gave their lives in the cause of 
freedom. We look forward to seeing 
some relatives of the Veterans who 
served with XC Squadron, 1651 Heavy 
Conversion Unit and 195 Squadron. 
Cadets from 1451 (Haverhill) Squadron 
of the Air Training Corps will be on 
parade. The Memorial is situated at  
Weston Woods Farm,  

Weston Colville, CB21 5NR  
and all are very welcome to attend 
the service.

For further information please 
email:  
rafwrattingcommon@gmail.com

We are always pleased to hear 
from anyone interested in 
getting involved with the Airfield 
Memorial. 

With just two services per year 
to arrange, as well as year-
round general maintenance, this 
is not an onerous project to 
assist with but is very rewarding. 
It is hoped that, with the 
continued support of people in 
the locality, this important 
memorial to our community’s 
war effort will survive for many 
generations.
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From the Review 50 years ago
Hedges and History
In the past twenty years thousands 
of miles of hedges have been lost to 
farming, urban & road development. 
Where they remain on farms, 
roadsides and in villages, their 
interest depends to a large extent 
on the care and maintenance they 
have received over the years. Does 
the loss matter? What of interest 
can be found in a hedge? Is it only 
the flowering and fruiting trees and 
shrubs, wild plants on the bank 
and birds’ nests? No! There is real 
evidence also of local history.
In recent years botanists have 
studied the variety of trees and 
shrub species in certain lengths of 
hedges and with the aid of old dated 
field maps have been able to arrive 
at a formula for determining the 
date of a hedge. It is likely that in 
many cases the original planting 
was of one species, such as 
Whitethorn or Elm. On the other 
hand it is clear that some have 
originated as natural growth on a 
line of undisturbed ground. In the 
same way that an abandoned garden 
will revert initially with a few species 
of weeds and gradually develop a 
greater variety, so a hedge will, over 
time, attract new species of trees 
and shrubs.
The hedge boundary of Balsham 
Churchyard with the track to the 
sports ground has clearly had a 
chequered career! Who has seen to 
its maintenance over the centuries? 

It has one very fine beech tree with 
a girth of over 11 feet; some tall 
Elm trees with an understorey of 
Elder, Whitethorn, Blackthorn, 
Common Maple, Sycamore and a 
Crab Apple. The number of different 
species over distances of thirty yards 
varies from four to six. Research 
has arrived at a formula which, for 
simplicity, allows that one new 
species is added every 100 years. 
Let us take this species count as 5 
and we get an age of about 500 years, 
or based on the formula which 
allows for error, gives the origin of 
the hedge as AD 1497. This takes 
us back to the late years of Henry 
VII and to the actual year in which 
John Cabot sailed from Bristol and 
crossed the Atlantic.
However, it must be admitted that 
whatever research of this nature 
reveals, a date of origin is very 
approximate. If we allow for the wear 
and tear of folk ‘seeking sanctuary’ 
through the hedge it is likely that a 
greater number of species should be 
there today. In its position adjacent 
to the Church it could be conceded 
that mediaeval smallholdings may 
have been nearby and divided into 
‘closes’ with hedge boundaries, long 
before the advent of the first land 
enclosures of the late 15th century.

P J O Trist

Do you know which boundary had 
the hedge which Mr Trist is referring 
to? Please let us know!
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The Black Bull

Happy May to all from Balsham
Thank you to those who joined us 
last month – whether for a 
cracking Alton Busker Evening, our 
regular Friendly Friday Happy Hour 
(second Friday of the month), a 
half-price Fish & Chips Wednesday, 
a Thursday Coffee Morning, a Rob 
Tasting Menu, or just some other 
random visit
Events Ahead:
1st May Bank Holiday Weekend 
Friday 1st May – Monday 4th May
Burger Specials Board all weekend, 
plus Four Ales on the pumps – 
with some local guests ales
Friday 8th May: Our fourth Friendly 
Friday Happy Hour 6-7pm
These are now set for every second 
Friday of the month.
Meeting up at the pub is all the 
more fun when there is a good 
gaggle from the village turning up 
at the same time, but when are 
others going to be there? Well they 
will be there at least one Friday a 
month because it will be Friendly 
Friday at the Black Bull with Happy 
Hour 15% off headline drinks 6-7pm.
Saturday 9th May

Pint of Music – Tony Black - sets 
8-10pm Fish Specials Board
We are delighted to have been 
asked by our cycling touring busker, 
Tony Black, if he can pop in again 
while passing through. Those who 
have not met Tony yet – you are in 
for a treat – a huge repertoire – all 
the classic favourites. Sing along 
night guaranteed.
Rob will be loading the Specials 
Board with some light summery 
Fish Specials.
2nd May Bank Holiday Weekend
Friday 23rd May – Monday 26th May
Burger Specials Board all weekend
Extra Friendly Friday 23rd May – 
bring on the weekend Happy Hour 
6-7pm Four Ales on the pumps 
– with some local guests ales
Half Price Fish & Chips Wednesdays
Every Wednesday we are offering 
half price fish & chips @ £9.50 
when booked in advance. Just ring 
us up or book a table through the 
website mentioning this local offer.
Do catch us on Facebook 
(blackbullbalsham) or Instagram 
(blackbullbalsham)
Becky has been capturing Rob’s 
magic on reels – they really do 
justice to his talent. You will also 
always be up to date with latest 
events and offers.
Best wishes from all of us 

Alex, Rob, Liz, Luke & the teams
info@blackbull-balsham.co.uk
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Bin Collections May/June
DATE BLACK BLUE GREEN

Wednesday May 6TH

Wednesday May 13TH

Wednesday May 20TH

Wednesday May 27TH

Wednesday June 3RD

Wednesday June 10TH

West Wickham & District Gardening Club
A hive of activity!
We are veritably buzzing with energy 
in the Gardening Club this month 
after a packed village hall welcomed 
Hawk Honey for our final talk of the 
season to answer the question… 
Wasps: malicious or misunderstood?

Members are working hard preparing 
their plants and seedlings for our 
most popular event of the year: our 
annual Plant Sale being held on 
Saturday 16th May at 10:30 to 12:30 
at West Wickham Village Hall. 
Anyone generous enough to bring 
seedlings and plants for sale (or 
cakes for the tea stall), please 
bring your (labelled) pots between 
9:15 and 10:00 or deliver plants to 
Janet Morris at 21 High Street 
before the day. If anyone would like 
plant labels or pots, again, Janet 

can help you! *

As always, there will be tea and 
cakes available for visitors to enjoy 
and we accept card payments as 
well as cash for plants, 
merchandise and at the tea stall. 

Summer garden visits are being 
planned at the moment and this 
year include a trip to Wisley, plus 
we have now a full autumn 
programme for members to enjoy. 

For further information about the 
club please contact Sally Collins at 
wwdgc@westwickham.org. 

For information about our Plant 
Heritage and RHS membership 
benefits please contact *Janet Morris 
jmmorris@jmmorris.plus.com.

Sally Collins
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Temperatures (maximum & minimum) & Rainfall

19.6° on 19th March

8.3° on 22nd March

9.9° on 7th March

-0.3° on 17th March

Total rainfall:
21.9mm (0.86”) 

Rain fell on:
15 days

Monthly average 
temperature: 8.3°

Photo: Kathy Day

Balsham Weather March 2026



Saturday May 2nd
Doors open 7.00pm & film at 7.30pm in Balsham Church Institute 

Hamnet (12A)

Join the Picture House with annual membership of just £12  
or come as a guest member at £3/film show

Balsham Picture House has built up a huge library of Blu-Rays which are 
available for any member to borrow to show again at home for a small 

donation. Please contact us at balshampicturehouse@gmail.com

www.balsham.net

The film for this month is the recent award winning film Hamnet from 
Spielberg and Mendes which received much acclaim when released.
Based on the best selling New York Times novel by Maggie O'Farrell,  
the film features the marriage of William Shakespeare (Paul Mescal)  

to Agnes (Jessie Buckley)  
and their 3 children When tragedy strikes the strength of their marraige  

is tested but that inpsires his masterpiece Hamlet.

Dave’s bar open as usual before the film for refreshments.


