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Yet again the village attracted a large number of buyers at the Big Balsham Sale.

Greater Spotted Woodpecker 

Photo: Richard Pargeter
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Photo: Lesley Bennett
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I always seem to start this editorial 
with talk about the weather, truly 
British! However, I am thinking of 
moving to the Spanish style: walk 
the dog early before the sun heats 
up, sleep after lunch, to make up 
for the short night’s sleep, and walk 
the dog again much later, after 
sunset. Having written that I expect 
the weather will change and June 
and July will be wet! At least the 
garden would like it that way.
It was a shame so few villagers were 
there to take advantage of the 
scrumptious cakes and biscuits 
provided at the Annual Parish 
Council meeting. This month the 
Parish Council meeting will take 
place on 8th June, unusually the 
second Monday. Do call in to the 
Pavilion to see what our council do.
It was good to see so many stalls 
on ‘Red Balloon Day’, and so many 
people around the village looking 
and buying. This month there are 
other activities for you to support: 
the Buttercups Bake Sale outside 
the Post Office and the Ascot Style 
Ladies’ Afternoon Tea at the Black 

Bull, for example. And we especially 
wish Jeanne Clements ‘Good Luck’ 
(and good weather) for her daring 
zip-wire exploit. I have sadly heard 
of so many of our villagers who 
have needed the superb attention 
of the Arthur Rank Hospice in the 
last few months, and hope we will 
be able to support Jeanne well in 
her aim. (see page 5)
In the centre of the Review this 
month is a pull-out survey about a 
Pump Track. I had never heard of 
this before the idea was raised at a 
Parish Council meeting. The youth 
in my family are lucky on a farm in 
the Devon hills to have places 
where they can ride their bikes and 
scooters safely, places that give 
them similar experiences without 
such tracks. Some other villages 
apparently have built tracks for 
safe play; our roads are not very 
safe for Balsham children. Should 
we be having money-raising events 
and applying for grants along with 
adding parish money? Think about 
it, and do fill in the survey. As a 
village we are not brilliant at surveys, 
so make this one we do fill in and 
take it to the Post Office, or use 
the QR Code if you can.
I’m now going to join Lizzie (the 
elderly black lab) for a doze, keeping 
well out of the heat

Gill Parry Brown
EDITOR, BALSHAM REVIEW

Editorial

www.balsham.net
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Letters
Letters to the Editor for publication MUST be signed and include 
your telephone number. Names can be withheld, if requested.  
The opinions expressed in the letters and articles in this 
magazine are those of the writers, who are responsible for 
the accuracy of the information contained within them.

DEAR EDITOR
ANDY TABECKI
Melissa and Ella Tabecki, and the 
wider families, would like to thank 
everyone for all their support after 
Andy passed away suddenly on the 
20th of February. It was a huge 
shock, but we have taken comfort 
in all the love and support we’ve 
received and cards and well wishes 
from people in the village. His 
funeral was a beautiful service so 
thanks to Iain and the church, Lynda 
for doing the beautiful flowers, and 
TWI for hosting his wake afterwards 
after 48 years of service. It was 
amazing to see so many people 
there on the day and we are glad 
he is close by. We are continuing 
with the DIY projects that we had 
planned together, and would also 
like to thank everyone who helped 
ensure that we were able to stay on 
track with the kitchen renovations!
Melissa & Ella
ROY ELLAM: 80!
The Ellam family would like to thank 
everyone who came along to the 
Institute on 18th April to Roy's 80th 
Birthday celebration. It was a 
wonderful afternoon with so many 
friends, old and new as well as 
members from our extended 

families, literally from 0-over 90 
years, including the darling little 
baby from the Woodhall livery.
Thank you also for the many 
generous gifts, cards and birthday 
wishes - it was truly a wonderful 
occasion - a great way to mark 80 
years of life in Balsham.
Jan and the family
JEANNE CLEMENTS: 80!
Hello my name is Jeanne Clements, 
as part of my 80th Birthday 
celebrations I have decided to do 
an extreme fundraiser for Arthur 
Rank Hospice.
On Saturday 6th June I will be 
going on the world's fastest zip 
wire at Penrhyn Quarry, North 
Wales, flying at 100mph head first, 
down over the Quarry heading deep 
beneath the Snowdonia Mountains. 
If you would like to make a donation 
for an amazing charity please visit 
my page (it is under my daughter’s 
name Gail Collis as I don't have 
access to the Internet): 
www.justgiving.com/page/gail-
collis-6 
-or drop a donation to: 
77 High Street, Balsham.
Jeanne Clements
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Church Services

Services will be shown on the benefice website  
and the Church Notice Board.

Information about services in Holy Trinity Church, Balsham can be found 
on the Church Notice Board and on the website www.grantavale.org.uk 
under the calendar section, or by signing up to our weekly newsletter, 
details of which can also be found on the website. 

CHURCH CONTACTS

Revd. Iain McColl 01223 890693 mccoll.iain@gmail.com

Revd Hannah Threlfall 01223 481090 revthrelfall24@outlook.com

Church Warden:	
Nigel Clark, 01223 893043 n.clark5@btinternet.com

Administrator: Tracey Zambrana Roberts 7churches.seven@gmail.com

SERVICES at other CHURCHES when possible

ROMAN CATHOLIC Masses at:

Cherry Hinton:	 St Philip Howard Church 
Saturday: 5.30pm (Vigil Mass) & Sunday: 10.00am & 12 noon

Haverhill:	 St Felix, Saturday 6.30pm & Sunday 10am

Sawston:	 Our Lady of Lourdes, Sunday: 8.45am & 11.15am

FREE CHURCH: Horn Lane, Linton. Sundays: 10.30am

METHODIST: Haverhill Methodist Church, Camps Road
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From the Church
As we move into June, the great 
festivals of Ascension & Pentecost 
are still echoing in the life of the 
Church. Ascension reminds us of 
Jesus entrusting the future into the 
hands of ordinary people - the 
disciples standing looking upwards, 
perhaps unsure of what would come 
next. Then, at Pentecost, comes 
the gift of the Holy Spirit: courage 
where there was fear, hope where 
there was uncertainty, and the 
sudden realisation that God was 
not absent at all, but wonderfully 
present among them.
And perhaps that is something we 
still need reminding of today.
It can sometimes be tempting to 
think of faith as belonging only to 
extraordinary moments - great 
celebrations or significant occasions. 
But Pentecost reminds us that God 
so often works through ordinary 
people living ordinary lives with 
love, faithfulness, and kindness.
As I look across our benefice 
communities, I see that constantly. I 
see it in those who quietly prepare 
churches week by week, arrange 
flowers, ring bells, bake cakes, stack 
chairs, deliver magazines, tend 
graveyards, organise events, and 
care for neighbours. I see it in 
conversations shared over garden 
gates, on village paths, and in cups 
of tea offered at just the right 
moment. The Spirit of God is not 
only found in mighty rushing winds 

and tongues of fire. Sometimes the 
Spirit is found in simple acts of 
generosity, encouragement, laughter, 
hospitality, and service.
And as we move into the summer 
months, our benefice calendars 
begin filling with community events, 
open gardens, suppers, fundraising 
evenings, fetes, and gatherings of all 
kinds. These occasions may seem 
simple on the surface, but they are 
deeply important. They bring people 
together. They strengthen community 
spirit. They remind us that church 
buildings are not simply places we 
visit, but places at the heart of 
village life. Of course, these events 
only happen because people support 
them - by volunteering, baking, 
organising, attending, inviting 
friends, buying tickets, and simply 
turning up. Every contribution matters, 
and every person helps create the 
warmth and welcome that make 
our communities so special.
And now June arrives with all the 
beauty of early summer. Gardens 
begin to flourish, evenings stretch 
longer and there is something deeply 
hopeful about this season of growth 
and light. Perhaps that is the 
invitation of this month: not simply 
to look for God in the extraordinary, 
but to notice God already at work 
in the everyday.
In kindness shared. In laughter 
around tables. In communities 
gathering. In people quietly caring 
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June 
Services 9:30am 11:00am PM Services

7th

United Service with  
Holy Communion 

Balsham 
Revd Iain McColl/ 
Alastair France

14th

Holy Communion 
West Wickham 

Revd Kathy Bishop
Morning Worship 

West Wratting 
Alistair Collen

Morning Worship 
Balsham 

Alistair Collen
Holy Communion 
Great Abington 

Revd Kathy Bishop
Café Church 
Hildersham 

Revd Hannah Threlfall

6.00pm 
Taizé service  

Weston Colville 
Revd Hannah Threlfall

21st

Morning Worship 
West Wickham 

Revd Jane Butler
Holy Communion 

West Wratting 
Revd Iain McColl
Creative Church   
Great Abington 

Revd Hannah Threlfall

11.15pm 
Holy Communion 

Balsham 
Revd Hannah Threlfall

Holy Communion 
Little Abington 

Revd Iain McColl

6.00pm 
Taizé service  
Hildersham 

Revd Iain McColl

28th

Morning Worship 
West Wickham 
Steven Wheeler

Holy Communion 
Weston Colville 

Revd Iain McColl/ 
Alastair France

11.15pm 
Holy Communion 

Balsham 
Revd Michael Wilcockson
Holy Communion (BCP) 

Hildersham 
Revd Iain McColl/ 
Alastair France

6.00pm 
Evening Prayer  
Great Abington 
Steven Wheeler

Regular Midweek Services
Every Tuesday at Hildersham church – 7.00pm Silent Space followed by Compline

Every Thursday at Balsham church – 9.30am Holy Communion (said service)
Every Friday at Weston Colville church – 8.45am Morning Prayer

for one another.
The disciples at Pentecost 
discovered that they were capable 
of far more than they had imagined 
- not because they suddenly 

became extraordinary people, but 
because God was with them. And 
the same remains true for us.

Revd Hannah Threlfall
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Kingsway Solar Community Action
Kingsway Solar:  
How much do you know?
Thank you to everyone who visited 
the KSCA stand at the Balsham Red 
Balloon Sale on 17 May and took 
part in our “Did You Know?” quiz. It 
was a pleasure to speak with so 
many local residents about the 
proposed Kingsway Solar Farm and 
what it could mean for our local 
communities. 

If you missed us, our “Did You 
Know?” series will continue over 
the coming weeks on Facebook, 
Instagram and the members’ 
WhatsApp group. We’ll be sharing key 
facts, updates and myth-busting 
information about the proposal. To 
stay informed, you can request 
email updates here:  
tinyurl.com/KSCAemails,  
or become a member here:  
https:/kingswaysolarcommunityaction.co.uk/
how-to-join-us/

What happens now?
At the time of going to press, we 
have just heard that the planning 
application has been submitted by 
Kingsway to the Planning Inspectorate 
(PINS).

Now that it has been submitted, 
PINS has up to 28 days to decide 
whether to accept the application 
for examination. This is an important 
milestone, but it does not mean 
the project has been approved. It 

simply marks the start of the 
formal national planning process 
and the first opportunity for 
residents, parish councils and 
community groups to put their 
views directly to decision-makers.

There will then be a 30-day window 
to register as an Interested Party 
and submit comments, known as 
Relevant Representations. KSCA 
will provide clear guidance, 
workshops and templates to help 
make this as straightforward as 
possible when the time comes.

In the meantime, residents can 
register with the Planning 
Inspectorate to receive direct 
updates as soon as the application 
is submitted:  
https://national-infrastructure-consenting.
planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/
EN010165

Our legal work continues —  
we need your support
KSCA continues to work with the 
Parish Council Alliance to appoint 
legal advisers and independent 
experts in key technical areas 
including hydrology, battery energy 
storage and landscape and visual 
impact. This expert evidence will 
be essential as the process moves 
forward and will help ensure local 
concerns are properly and rigorously 
represented.

If you are able to support this work, 



Singing for Fun

Buttercups Pre-school
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Balsham Singers are holding 4 
sessions called Singing for Fun 
during June.
We’ll meet in Balsham Sports 
Pavilion on Thursday evenings at 
7.30pm until 9.00pm on June 
4th, 11th then 25th and 2nd July.
The idea is you come and 
experience the great feeling of 
singing in a group, there’s no 

commitment and no experience 
required - just a bit of enthusiasm! 
Cost is £5 a session pay as you 
go. Attend all 4 and you’ll get the 
last one free
We’ll be singing tunes from Les 
Miserable, Grease, Bond movies, 
ABBA and Queen.

Jo Stinton

please consider contributing here:

https://www.crowdjustice.com/case/
kingswaysolarcommunitylegalaction/

Volunteers make a real difference

We are also looking for volunteers 
to help with leafleting, social media 
and upcoming community events 
and information sessions. If you 

can spare a few hours, please 
contact: hello@kingswayaction.org

Together, we can make sure our 
community is informed, prepared 
and heard.

Kathy Day

Buttercups community pre-school 
in Balsham is still accepting 
applications for children aged 2 to 
4, to start in September, but with 
limited space remaining please do 
not delay applying to 
buttercupsadmissions@yahoo.com.

You are also invited to bring your 
child to visit our Open Morning on 
Saturday 13 June by emailing: 
buttercupspreschool@yahoo.com

Thank you

Kirsty and the team



11www.balsham.net

Balsham Good Neighbour Scheme
During the period from October 2025 
to March 2026 BGNS volunteers 
drove 2785 miles supporting Balsham 
residents. This driving included a 
daily ‘Prescription Run’, picking up 
medication from Linton Surgery and 
bringing it to Balsham Post Office. 
For a small handful of residents who 
struggle to get to the Post Office, 
we deliver to their door. The bulk of 
the driving is taking residents to 
medical appointments. My thanks to 
all our drivers who help with this.

We have continued with our monthly 
Community Cafés and the next one 
is on Tuesday 9th June in the 
Balsham Church Institute from 10 
to 12 noon. You are all welcome to 
attend. 

For more than 3 years now we have 
also had a monthly Community 
Lunch with kind support from 
volunteers from the Church serving 
up to 50 residents at a time. If you 
would like to come to a Community 

Lunch, do get in touch to put your 
name on the list.

During the summer many of our 
volunteers spend more time with 
their families, in particular during 
the holidays, on child-minding duties. 
This means we are not able to 
provide as much support driving 
residents to appointments. If you 
have an appointment during June, 
July and especially August, please 
ask friends or family if they can take 
you so that the BGNS can support 
residents who have no other means 
of transport to attend appointments.

If you want to get in touch, if you 
need support or if you would like to 
offer to join our group of 
volunteers, contact  
balshamgns@gmail.com  
or phone or leave a message on: 
07508 430057

Steve Jordan
COORDINATOR  
BALSHAM GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME

Balsham Monthly Charity Quiz
If you enjoy a quiz why not join us 
once a month.

We meet at the Black Bull pub, who 
kindly let us have a room.

Our quizzes are varied and set by 
different people.

Each player pays a £1 and all the 
money goes to charity, the winning 

team decide which one.

The quiz starts at 8pm so get there 
by 7.45 to get a seat (and a drink)!

The next quiz is on June 30th (it's 
held on the last Tuesday of the 
month).

All welcome! 
Hope to see a few new teams!
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For our May meeting we were joined 
by Bob Ensch, who came to talk to 
us about ‘FutureIN’ and ‘It Takes a 
City’ initiatives.
When Bob retired from a long career 
in the construction industry, he 
decided he didn’t want to sit at home 
all day and instead decided to give 
something back to the industry 
that had been such a big part of his 
life. He joined the board of TrAC, an 
organisation that employs apprentices 
directly and places them with 
companies primarily in the 
construction industry.
He then went on to form FutureIN, 
a partnership with Cambridge 
property developer Howard Group, 
which provides training 
opportunities specifically for 
vulnerable and disadvantaged 
young people locally. Cambridge is 
the UK’s most unequal city which, 
despite its immense wealth from 
the University and the high-tech 
sector, has a stark economic divide. 
Added to that the rising cost of 
living and homelessness is becoming 
more of a crisis. 
FutureIN works with local property 
development companies to provide 
and sponsor placements in the 
industry for these young people. 
Organisations can also contribute 
by donating tools and helping with 
transportation and certification 
costs to help get these young 
people out of the care system and 
onto a career path.

Bob didn’t stop there and he now 
also works with It Takes a City, a 
charity working to end 
homelessness in the city. They 
formed a community land trust 
building modular housing – fully 
equipped and self-contained units 
created to help vulnerable people 
off the streets and into a safe 
space they can call home.
It was a very insightful talk about 
the important work and the 
difference that these organisations 
are making locally.
Our next meeting is on Tuesday 9th 
June, and we will be enjoying a 
historic walk and talk around the 
village, which will focus on the 
history of the Prince’s Memorial 
(bandstand), The Old Butchers and 
the Old School.
Save the Date
Balsham WI Autumn Fair, Saturday 
3 October, 2026. 10am – 2pm at 
Balsham Church Institute. If you 
are interested in a stall at this 
event, please contact Juliet Bevan 
on g7rvs@hotmail.co.uk 
We are a friendly group, and new 
members are always welcome. Our 
meetings are held on the second 
Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm 
in the Pavilion, Balsham. Please get 
in touch if you are interested in 
joining us – balshamwi@gmail.com 
or send a message on Facebook,  
@Balsham WI

Sarah Evans

Balsham WI



www.balsham.net 13

Linton & District Historical Society
Report on May Meeting
This was a superb presentation for 
our final meeting of the season by 
Anne Stott who brought to us the 
dramatic story of Princess 
Charlotte, Princess of Wales (1796-
1817), Heir Presumptive to the 
British Throne. Daughter of George, 
Prince Regent and Caroline of 
Brunswick, even before she was 
born, her parents’ marriage had 
already broken up. 

After a difficult childhood and 
adolescence she became popular 
with the public and was determined 
to restore the grand name of the 
Monarchy. She was guided by various 
tutors, and her letters throughout 
her life can be found in the 
archives. Charlotte was an 

accomplished musician, and we 
were able to hear ‘Quickstep’, a 
piece written by her. She finally 
found happiness which was cruelly 
cut short when dying in childbirth.

This fascinating story held a captive 
audience.

Thank you to those who have 
supported LDHS. Some long term 
members/officers are now stepping 
down, so if you have enjoyed our 
meetings, perhaps you would 
consider helping out so the society 
can continue to run smoothly. 
Contact us via Email ldhscambs@
gmail.com.

This is the last meeting for this 
season and we hope to be back in 
September.

Balsham June Diary
DATE EVENT & TIME VENUE

Thursday 4th Balsham Singers, Singing for Fun, 
7.30pm, see page 15 Pavilion

Saturday 6th Buttercups Bake Stall, from 8.00am Post Office

Saturday 6th Picture House, Lincoln, 7.00 for 7.30pm Institute

Monday 8th Parish Council, 7.30pm Pavilion

Tuesday 9th Community Café, 10.00-12.00 Institute

Tuesday 9th WI 7.30pm Pavilion

Saturday 13th Buttercups Open Morning  
for new children aged 2-4, Institute

Thursday 18th Ascot Style Ladies’ Day Afternoon Tea, 
see page 15

Black Bull

Saturday 20th Duxford Music Workshop, 11.00-12.30 Duxford School
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The Meadow Primary School
New Beginnings at The Meadow 
As we welcome the summer term, 
there is a real sense of change and 
reflection across The Meadow Primary 
School, alongside the same warmth, 
energy and enthusiasm that make 
our school such a special place.
A Fond Farewell
This term, we say a heartfelt goodbye 
to our Headteacher, Nichola 
Pickford, who has led The Meadow 
for the past 13 years. During her time 
here, she has guided the school 
through both challenges and 
successes, helping it grow from 
strength to strength.
Mrs Pickford has supported hundreds 
of children, families and staff, and 
her care, dedication and leadership 
have made a lasting impact on our 
whole community. She has also 
played a significant role across 
Anglian Learning and at our sister 
school, Wimbish. While we will miss 
her guidance tremendously, we are 
incredibly proud of her as she moves 
on to her new role as Director of 
Primary Education. We wish her every 
success in this exciting next chapter.
Looking Ahead
Following on from this, we are 
delighted to welcome Nicky Butcher 
into the role of Headteacher. Having 
been a dedicated and supportive 
Deputy Headteacher, Mrs Butcher 
already knows our school community 
inside and out. We are confident 
she will continue to lead The 

Meadow with the same care and 
commitment, steering us 
confidently into the future.
A Performance to Remember
Our Year 3 and 4 children recently 
treated us to a truly beautiful 
performance of The Boy, the Mole, 
the Fox and the Horse. The children, 
supported by their teachers, worked 
incredibly hard to bring this 
inspiring story to life.
It was a powerful and moving 
production that left not many dry 
eyes in the audience. We are so 
proud of all the children and staff 
involved for creating such a 
memorable experience.
Fundraising Fun
The children also had great fun, last 
month, raising money for Comic 
Relief by taking part in a “Break the 
Rules” day. From wacky costumes 
and creative hairstyles to choosing 
their own breaktime snacks, there 
was plenty of laughter and 
excitement throughout the day.
It was wonderful to see the school 
community come together for such 
a good cause while enjoying a 
well-earned bit of fun.
As we step into this new chapter, 
we look ahead with excitement 
- embracing new beginnings, fresh 
opportunities and continuing to grow 
together as a school community.

Faye Facer
ASSISTANT HEADTEACHER
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Singing for Fun!B A L S H A M  S I N G E R S

LOVE TO SING?
Join us on a Thursday night 7.30pm - 9.00pm to learn and 
sing theme tunes from the Bond movies, musical theatre 

(Grease & Les Miserables) as well as songs from 
Abba and Queen.

DATES
4TH, 11TH, 25TH June & July 2ND

AT
Balsham Sports Pavilion

No booking required - pay as you go (£5)
ENQUIRIES

balshamsingers@hotmail.com

BUTTERCUPS COMMUNITY PRE-SCHOOL

SATURDAY 6TH JUNE
from 8.00am

Outside Balsham Post Office

Ascot Style Ladies’ Day
I N  B A L S H A M

Dear Ladies
You are all invited to wear your best hat to an 

Ascot Style Ladies’ Day Afternoon Tea on Thursday 18th June 
at The Black Bull, Balsham,to raise some funds for Breast Cancer 

awareness, help and support during a di�cult period in people’s lives.

Afternoon tea, drinks at the bar, entertainment, stalls, ra�e, flutter at 
the bookies, prize for the most stylish hat plus lots of fun.

CASH ONLY (apart from bar drinks which are cash or card)
Don’t forget to wear 

something PINK
Tickets now available from Glynis Hanlon 

TEL: 07754 049 233     EMAIL:  glynis@inbox.com
£17.50 or earlybirds at £15.00
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If this is a Noble False Widow Spider 
BEWARE - it has a nasty sting! Green Veined White 
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Linton Village College
At LVC, developing independence, 
one of our core school values, is 
central to preparing students for 
life beyond the classroom. Through 
leadership, mentoring and enrichment 
opportunities, we empower students 
to grow in confidence, take 
responsibility and thrive.
Our highly successful Year 10 Sports 
Leaders programme enables students 
to take ownership of sporting 
events. Following a competitive 
application process and focused 
training, students plan and deliver 
sessions both in school and with 
local primary pupils. Their impact 
was evident at a recent tennis 
tournament for Year 3 and 4 pupils, 
where their professionalism and 
leadership were so highly regarded 
that they have been invited back to 
support future events.
Supporting younger students is at 
the heart of our 8M8s mentoring 
programme. Recently, our current 
Year 7 students were selected to 
become Year 8 mentors through an 
application and interview process. 
They play a vital role in supporting 
Year 6 pupils during the transition 
process this July, helping them feel 
settled and reassured. This support 
continues when students start in 
September. Many mentors draw on 
their own experiences, developing 
empathy, confidence and 
responsibility.
The Duke of Edinburgh Award 
further strengthens independence. 

Students build practical skills such 
as cooking and navigation, volunteer 
in the local community and take 
part in expeditions. A practice 
expedition around Saffron Walden 
this weekend will prepare them for 
their Peak District expedition later 
in the academic year.
Across all programmes, students 
are supported to lead, contribute 
and grow together, developing the 
independence and skills to shape 
their futures.

Laura Heard 
PR & COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER
Email: lheard@lintonvc.org
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Echoes of the 
Spanish Baroque 

The Lowe Ensemble 
Five siblings with Spanish and British heritage, 

play 17th and 18th century European instrumental and 
vocal music with a Spanish influence. 

at Holy Trinity Church, Hildersham, CB21 6BZ 

on Sunday 28th June at 7.30pm 

Tickets - £15 - including refreshments 
from Eventbrite - https://tinyurl.com/3nyxrsca  
or at the door 
Contact: Athene Hunt - huntcam2015@gmail.com 

In support of the Friends of Hildersham Church 
The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of Holy Trinity, Hildersham: Registered Charity - 1153435 

 

Photo: Lesley Bennett
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Balsham: A House Through Time
The Old Fox

Early days 
A 17th century cottage was built c1600 
(thought to be 1647) originally with 
a single room each side of the central 
chimney and the upper storey mainly 
within the roof, probably owned by 
Charterhouse. The cottage was 
extended twice in the late 18th and 
early 19th centuries and had become 
a public house by 1764. Originally 
known as The Rose and Crown it 
later became The Crown & Hounds, 
The Fox and Hounds and finally 
named The Fox in 1823. In later years 
it became known as the Susan Plumb 
after one of the more popular 
publicans.
Situated on the old coaching route 
between Newmarket and London 
(via Linton), this road bypassed the 
village to the West. The reason given 

for this particular route was said 
that the Balsham to West Wratting 
road was too steep for horses and 
that Fox road, with the Slough Hill 
incline into West Wratting was more 
manageable. However, over the years 
with progress and the development 
of the combustion engine, the 
straighter West Wratting road came 
into use and was then adopted as 
the main route. 
Some of the early Landlords were 
Samuel Dean (1764-1773), John 
Chiles (1774-1791), Mr Senior (1808-
1811) and Elizabeth Chiles - widow 
(1813-1815). 
By 1891 the Fox was no longer the 
property of Charterhouse, having 
been enfranchised to Charles Price, 
Farmer and Maltster in the 1860’s. 
The census of that year records 

Susan Plumb outside the Old Fox (date unknown)

Photo courtesy: Peter Barker
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John and Susan Plumb as tenants 
of the large coaching Inn. They had 
seven children, Elizabeth 19, 
William 17, Harry 14, Arthur 11, 
Sydney 7, Flora 5, Herbert 2 and 
Reginald 3 months. In addition, there 
were 3 lodgers recorded – Harry 
Chambers, farm labourer; Avery 
Prior, straw binder and Frederick 
Maile, a shoemaker. In 1892 a further 
son Philip was born. 
Unfortunately, John died in October 
1896 aged 49, recorded as an 
accidental death from injuries 
sustained when he fell from a ladder 
against an apple tree in the back 
garden. Similarly in January 1898 
oldest son William 23, a sailor, died 
at Chatham Hospital, Kent from 
injuries received through falling from 
the forecastle of HMS Victorious. 
In 1904 the Fox, now described as a 
beer house, together with the Queens 

Head public house and two other 
lots were put up for sale by the 
Trustees of Messrs Charles Price. 
All lots were retained within the 
Price family with Harry Price buying 
the Fox for £170.00. Susan Plumb, 
described as ‘a widow being of good 
character’, remained as tenant which 
is thought to have been when the 
name of the Susan Plumb first 
appeared.
1915 saw the death of two more sons. 
Sydney Plumb, Private, 3/10190 of 
the 11th Battalion, Suffolk Regiment 
died on 1st April 1915 whilst on 
Home Service. His War Grave is in 
Balsham Churchyard. Philip Plumb, 
Private 966, 18th Battalion, Australian 
Infantry was killed in action at 
Gallipoli, August 1915, aged 25. 
There is no known grave but Philip 
is commemorated on the Lone Pine 
Memorial, Turkey.
It is thought that the Fox closed 
shortly after WW1 when Susan moved 
to a cottage in the High Street. She 
later moved to Saffron Walden to 
be with her daughter, living to the 
grand old age of 91.
Fire! Fire!
Following a fire at Lower Farm in May 
1918, which completely destroyed 
two farm cottages and rendered the 
Samworth family homeless, they 
were fortunately able to move to 
the uninhabited Susan Plumb. A 
member of the family recalls the time 
when storage space was in short 
supply so they tipped their entire 
crop of newly harvested corn into 
the large living room at the right hand John and William Plumb



21www.balsham.net

side of the house (via the window).
Edward and Ann Ford lived at the 
Susan Plumb from1958 to 1963. The 
Fords had bought Balsham Place 
in1960 and were living in Fox Road 
until the Place refurbishment was 
completed.
David and Rosemary Hughes, 
together with their three boys were 
the next family to inhabit the house, 
(now with the final name of the Old 
Fox) in 1965. David was an Export 
Manager for Pye Unicam and 
Rosemary was a Solicitor before 
marrying. Shortly after moving in 
Rosemary formed the Balsham 
Young Wives Club which, as she 
explained to a reporter from the 
Cambridge Evening News, ‘I started 
because I was lonely and there was 
a need for it as the village was 
growing fast.’ This group of 
likeminded women met once a 
month with speakers, refreshments 
and fundraising events. Rosemary 
became Lady Hughes on the death 
of her husband’s father, a 13th 
Baronet, in 1970. Later In 1973, after 
the birth of their fourth son, she 
returned to work as a duty Solicitor at 
the Magistrates Court in Cambridge.
In 1975 the house was up for sale 
again. Described as a ‘Delightful 17th 
century coaching inn, modernised 
with many attractive period features, 
unusually spacious, Price £27,500 
for private sale. Tel West Wratting 
488'.
Geoffrey and Barbara Wallace 
bought the house in 1975, they 

lived there for 18 years and when it 
was put up for sale in 1993 were 
quoted as saying they had moved 
in because it was ‘simply a nice old 
house', Mrs Wallace added ‘we knew 
it had been a public house and a 
listed property and in all the time 
we have lived here we have been 
happy to retain the original features 
that make it so attractive’. It was 
up for sale through Bidwells for the 
sum of £175.000. In the photograph 
that accompanied the article it 
could be seen that the right-hand 
door had been blocked up leaving 
just the left one intact.
Present day
Marian and Malcolm Fitzgerald 
bought the Old Fox from Mrs Wallace 
in February 1994 and moved in with 
their 3 children. No major changes 
have been made to the property 
other than replastering all the 
external walls and generally keeping 
the property in good repair.
Today the house sits quietly and 
comfortably along a little used road 
leading into a farm track. It is minus 
both front doors now, which is 
probably wise as it fronts into the 
road but if you look closely at ground 
level you can still see where they 
were placed.
Walking by with the dogs sometimes 
my mind wanders, as it does, 
imagining the Inn busy with people, 
horses watered and resting in the 
stables and the coachmen enjoying 
a foaming ale or two with ‘mine host’.

Jan Ellam
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From the Review 50 years ago
Memories of a  
Balsham School Teacher
It was during the year 1908 I applied 
for the post of Infant Teacher at the 
Balsham Church of England School. 
The building in which the school 
was housed was very tall and built 
of red bricks. It contained three 
rooms; one very large, one long and 
narrow and the third, which is the 
only part of the building still 
standing, and can be seen today on 
the right-hand side of Church Lane, 
behind the old Primary School. It 
is in this part of the building where 
I taught for eighteen years. Each 
room was equipped with a tortoise 
stove for heating, there being no 
electricity or central heating in those 
days. The large room was used by 
the public for meetings, concerts, 
dancing etc., until the Church 
Institute was built in 1912. The 
School House was a lovely old 
thatched building, situated opposite 
the Butcher’s Shop, but alas it was 
demolished a few years ago, when 
the road was altered.

Morning school commenced at 9 
a.m. until 12 noon, and in the 
afternoon lessons were from 2 p.m. 
to 4 p.m. (during the winter months 
the afternoon sessions commenced 
a half an hour early, to allow the 
children to get home before 
darkness). Every morning, weather 

permitting, the whistle would 
sound at about two minutes to 
nine, when each standard would 
form into line (except the infants) 
and march into school for a hymn 
and a prayer. All standards would 
assemble in the large room, and 
after prayers disperse to their own 
rooms for scripture lessons. Every 
Friday the Rector took the scripture 
lesson of the fourth, fifth and sixth 
standards. The remainder of the 
day was taken up with the teaching 
of the three “R’S”, Geography, 
History, etc. There were no school 
dinners, and children living a long 
way from the school had to bring 
their own food. 

Holidays were not so frequent, and 
there was no half-term. Apart from 
the usual breaks at Easter, Whitsun 
and Christmas, the children had a 
six-weeks holiday during the summer.

Mr. and Mrs. Guise were the 
Headmaster and Mistress at the 
school when I arrived, but were 
nearing retiring age, and when they 
eventually finished teaching at the 
school, their posts were taken by 
Mr. and Mrs. Billings. Mrs Billings 
introduced cookery and handiwork 
classes for the senior girls, and she 
also held a cookery class for one 
evening a week for adults. 

During my eighteen years at the 



Are you ready for the Summer 
Reading Challenge? Aimed at 
children, you can sign up from 
Saturday 4th July to enjoy over the 
Summer holidays. This year’s theme 
is Read to the Beat.

Daylight Readers: Our Book Groups 
meet on Friday 19th, one at 
10.30am and the other at 2.30pm. 
The morning group would love to 
welcome new members. Come and 
check it out!

Rhythm & Rhyme: Tuesday 
mornings 10.30-11am for 0-4 years 
(term time only), followed by Duplo. 
We would love to see you and your 
little ones there! 

Knit and Natter: every Tuesday, 
2pm – 4pm. Bring along any craft 
project you’re working on.

IT Drop In: every Wednesday 5-7pm, 

knowledgeable volunteers are here 
to offer help with Information 
Technology.

Games Afternoon: weekly, Thursday 
2-4pm. Come and meet new 
people, board/card games provided 
or bring your favourite to share.

Lego/Duplo: Friday 10-11am, weekly 
(every 1st, 2nd & 4th Friday). Come 
along and entertain your 0-4 year old.

Vicky Anandraj & Ann King
COMMUNITY LIBRARY ASSISTANTS
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Linton Library News

Opening hours
Mon CLOSED	 Thurs 2-5pm
Tues 10am-5pm	 Fri 10am-5pm
Weds 4-7pm	 Sat 10am-1pm

Customer Services  
(regular office hours): 0345 045 5225
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library

school I was to experience yet 
another change in the headship in 
the name of Mr. and Mrs. Smith. 
Many people in the village will still 
remember them, as Mr. Smith was 
a keen sportsman and took a great 
interest in village life.

To be an infant teacher one requires 
a lot of patience and love, but it is 
a very worthwhile profession.

F. S.

(This was Florrie Samworth, mother 
of Yvonne Cubitt)
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Parish Councillor  
Vacancies for co-option
There are two vacancies on the 
Parish Council and if anyone would 
like to apply to be co-opted please 
contact me for more information. 
(clerk@balsham.net)

Chair’s report (Kim Pearson)
Kim gave a summary of the year’s 
events and thanked the Parish 
Council, the Clerk and local residents 
for all their work in the Parish. 
Jennie Tipler, Heather Pierce, Lynda 
Henderson, Mark Channells and the 
Allotment Working Party were 
thanked for all their work on the 
allotments. Steve Thurgood was 
thanked for cutting the paths and 
looking after Rosie Green Wood. 
Kathy & Tony Day were thanked for 
all their help with the Kingsway Solar 
Community Action Group. Mike McCall 
was thanked for his litter-picking 
and caretaker roles in the village.

Kate Martin and Gem Blackwell 
were thanked for forming the Pump 
Track group.

Debbie Paton was thanked for her 

work with the Speedwatch Group.

Allotments
There are 2 full sized plots and 4 
half plots available. Please contact 
the PC for more details.

Planning:
For Discussion:
Site address: 4 Dotterell Hall Barns, 
Cambridge Road, Balsham  
Reference: 26/01667/HFUL   
Proposal: Installation of 18 solar 
panels to roof, storage battery, TV 
aerial and an air source heat pump 
at rear of dwelling. 
PC Decision: No objections

Site address: 45 High St, Balsham 
Reference: 26/0426/TTCA     
Proposal: Tree 1 - Magnolia 
Grandiflora - Fell and removal 
entire tree Tree 2 - Yew, Taxus 
Baccata - Crown reduction by 2.5 
metres.  
PC Decision: No objections

Site address: 6 Queens Close 
Reference: 26/00902/HFUL  
Proposal: Part single, part two 
storey rear and side extension. 
Juliet balcony to rear elevation. 
SCDC Decision: Approved

Housing Needs Survey
Russell Moore from Cambridgeshire 
Acre attended the PC meeting to 
discuss the PC carrying out a 
Housing Needs Survey.  The PC will 

Balsham Parish Council
The Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Parish Council Meeting took place on  

18th May, 2026 at 7.30pm in Balsham Pavilion.

The next Parish Council Meeting  
will be held on 8th June, 2026  
at 7.30 pm in Balsham Pavilion

ALL WELCOME TO ATTEND
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discuss the information received at 
their next meeting and make a 
decision about how to organise the 
survey in the most cost effective 
and efficient way.

Tracy Coston 
PARISH CLERK
Tel: 01223 894462 / 07929930385 
Email: clerk@balsham.net 
Website: www.balsham.net

District & County Councillor’s
Annual Report 2026

County Council:
Kingsway Solar Farm
A few years ago, our area was 
approached by a solar developer 
with plans for a very large solar farm 
in the fields around Balsham, West 
Wratting, Weston Colville & Carlton. 
If the plans are granted planning 
permission it would be one of the 
largest solar farms in the country 
and would be larger than Heathrow 
Airport, Newmarket or the built-up 
parts of Cambridge. The process is 
that the applicant has engaged in 
an ‘informal consultation’ at the 
back end of 2024 and ran a ‘formal 
consultation’ in the summer of 2025. 
Thank you to everyone that engaged 
with this process, we hope you will 
keep the energy up to continue this 
engagement through the entire process.

The next phase will be that the 
developers submit a formal application 
to a government planning inspector. 
Due to the scale of the proposal, 
the final decision will be made by a 
government planning inspector rather 
than by any of the local councils.

There is a local action group, 
Kingsway Solar Community Action -  

https://kingswaysolarcommunityaction.co.uk/ 
- who have done some very good 
work on putting together detailed 
comments on the scheme. If you 
are against the proposal, please do 
consider engaging with them.

Full plans can be seen on the 
Kingsway Solar website -  
https://kingswaysolarfarm.co.uk/ 

Local Government Reorganisation
In 2024, the government announced 
plans to reduce the number of local 
councils in the country and merge 
them into unitary authorities – this 
would mean one local council that 
delivered all of the services that 
the District and County Councils 
currently undertake.

In South Cambridgeshire the 
starting point is a joint council that 
covers Cambridge City and South 
Cambridgeshire. Many services, 
such as waste collection, planning 
and legal, are currently shared 
already. There could be a case to 
extend the area to include either 
Huntingdonshire or East Cambs 
areas but the starting point for 
negotiations will be the Cambridge 
City/South Cambridgeshire 
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combination. These options were 
submitted to government in 2025.

We will hear what their preferred 
option is in June, and this will then 
be consulted on further. The 
elections to what’s called the 
‘Shadow Authority’ of these new 
councils will be in May 2027. This 
shadow authority will spend the 
year setting up the committees, 
allocating budgets and appointing 
senior staff etc. The Council will 
then come into power in May 2028 
and the District and County councils 
will cease to be at this point too.
District Council
Cambridge Growth Company
Successive governments have 
announced that they saw Cambridge 
as a major area for growth in the 
country. To facilitate this, they are 
in the process of setting up a 
Development Corporation (DevCo) 
to manage the growth in the area 
from an economic and strategic 
perspective.

We currently have the Cambridge 
Growth Company, which will 
ultimately become the new DevCo, 
who are going through the process 
of identifying the area they want for 
development and also what would 
be defined as a ‘Strategic Site’. This 
is essentially the size a development 
would be before the DevCo took 
over planning from the local planning 
authorities and made it themselves. 
We encouraged people to respond 

with the highest of the numbers 
offered – 1000 houses or over. This 
is to keep as many planning 
decisions within local government 
as possible, to maintain an element 
of control over what is built in our 
part of the county.

There will be more to come on this, 
so keep reading the local press.

Local Plan
The District Council still needs to 
go through the process of 
submitting its latest version of its 
‘Local Plan’ to government. This is 
the plan for the next 30 years.

They are proposing that the South 
Cambridgeshire/Cambridge area 
needs more housing and have 
suggested sites around the district 
that can take the housing. One of 
these areas is Grange Farm to the 
north of Abington. What is being 
proposed here is a significant new 
settlement of up to 6000 houses 
plus other facilities. The District 
Council consulted on this proposal 
earlier this year. A scheme of this 
size will be controversial, as the 
scale of it would mean a significant 
disruption and a change in our 
local landscape for the foreseeable.

The next phase is that the District 
Council will make any changes, 
following the consultation, and 
then republish a final version of the 
plan with a view to submitting it to 
government in December this year. 
There will be more opportunities to 
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formally put your views forward, 
which will likely be at the back end 
of the summer.

Food Waste Collection
It is planned to introduce a separate 
food waste collection this year. 
This is Government policy and we 
are obliged to introduce the new 
scheme. It will mean having a caddy 
for food only, it will no longer be 
possible to add food waste to the 
green bin. This is a major operation 
for the District Council requiring an 
additional 22 vehicles and around 
75 new staff. Much of the initial 
costs are met by Government grants, 
but not all. There will be an extra 
cost that will need to be met out 
of the council’s resources. The roll 
out of this scheme has started in 
South Cambridgeshire and our part 
of the district is one of the last to 

receive the new food bins, around 
September time.

Local Elections
The District Council held its last 
ever election in May this year, before 
it is subsumed by local government 
reorganisation. Geoff was re-elected 
to represent the villages within the 
Balsham ward. We thank everyone 
for their continued support and, 
whether you voted for Geoff or not, 
we will continue to do our best for 
the area.
Contact Information:

Geoff Harvey
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 
geoff.harvey@gmail.com

Henry Batchelor
COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
henrybatchelor89@gmail.com

Bin Collections June/July
DATE BLACK BLUE GREEN

Wednesday June 3RD

Wednesday June 10TH

Wednesday June 17TH

Wednesday June 24TH

Wednesday July 1ST

Wednesday July 8TH
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The Black Bull
Happy June to Balsham all from 
The Black Bull
Thank you to those who joined us 
last month – whether for a Busker 
/ Fish Specials Night with Tony 
Black, our regular Friendly Friday 
Happy Hour (second Friday of the 
month), a half—price Fish & Chips 
Wednesday, a Thursday Coffee 
Morning, one of the Bank Holiday 
Burger Specials, or just some other 
random visit.

Black Bull Golf Day
Thank you to all those who 
attended our Black Bull Golf Day 
last month held at Heydon Grange. 
We had a great turn out of over 30 
enjoying a full day from Bacon 
Butties (and Guinness?) breakfast 
through to a curry / sausage & mash 
(and Guinness?) finish with a bit of 
golf in between. Thank you Johnny 
Allan and Rob for masterminding a 
really fun day out. The evening 
raffle also raised £155 for Balsham 
Good Neighbour Scheme, which 
was hugely appreciated by Steve 
Jordan and all at BGNS.

Standby for more golf days ahead 
– all welcome – all levels (the 
Florida Scramble format ensures 
all can have a fun and competitive 
round).

Events Ahead:
Friday 12th June: Our fifth Friendly 
Friday Happy Hour 6-7pm
These are now set for every second 

Friday of the month.

Meeting up at the pub is all the 
more fun when there is a good 
gaggle from the village turning up 
at the same time, but when are 
others going to be there? Well they 
will be there at least one Friday a 
month because it will be Friendly 
Friday at the Black Bull with Happy 
Hour 15% off headline drinks 6-7pm.

World Cup first round
We will be putting up a big screen 
in the pub for the World Cup 
England games:
Wednesday 17th June 21:00: 
England vs Croatia 
Tuesday 23th June 21:00: 
England vs Ghana 
Saturday 27th June 22:00: 
England vs Panama  

We will be running happy hour 
prices throughout these times and 
have some bar snacks on offer for 
anyone needing a bit of sustenance 
to get through the suspense.

Half Price Fish & Chips Wednesdays
Every Wednesday we are offering 
half price fish & chips @ £9.50 
when booked in advance. Just ring 
us up or book a table through the 
website mentioning this local offer.

Save The Date
Black Bull Caribbean BBQ
Saturday 25th July
Rob will be reminiscing over the 
coals again this summer – treating 



Duxford Saturday Workshop
Musical Instrument “Taster Morning” at  
Duxford School - Saturday June 20th
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Would you (or your child) like to play 
a musical instrument, but you aren’t 
sure which one? Would you like to 
try out one or more instruments 
before making up your mind?

If so, Duxford Saturday Workshop 
Taster Morning is for you!

At this event, experienced tutors 
and players will help you to have 
hands-on, practical experience of 
one or more instruments. They will 
be available to answer your questions 
and to help you to decide which 
instrument is for you.

This is completely FREE. There is no 
need to book in advance, and you 
do not have to be a current member 
of the Music Workshop to attend 
- so just come along and have a go! 

Of course, if you decide to join us 
for the next Workshop year 
(beginning in September) you will 
be most welcome. If you need an 
instrument, items can often be 
borrowed for the year at low cost 
from our hire stock, meaning that it 

is possible to gain tuition and 
experience of playing, for a very 
modest outlay indeed.

NOW IN ITS 52nd YEAR of 
existence, Workshop happens at 
Duxford School on Saturday mornings 
during term-time and is very much 
about enjoying music-making in a 
supportive and fun environment. All 
ages, abilities and experience levels 
are welcome, and we offer both 
tuition and ensembles, to cater for 
a wide range of musical tastes and 
interests.

Instruments included in the Taster 
Morning are: Violin, Viola, Cello, Flute, 
Oboe, Bassoon, Clarinet, Cornet, 
French horn, Saxophone, Trumpet, 
Trombone, Guitar and Ukulele.

When? Saturday morning 20th 
June, 2024 from 11.00am - 12.30pm

Where? Duxford Primary School, St 
John’s Street, Duxford CB22 4RA.

For further information, see:	
www.duxfordsaturdayworkshop.org.uk

us to a Taste of the Caribbean – 
brini

Do catch us on Facebook 
(blackbullbalsham) or Instagram 
(blackbullbalsham)

Becky has been capturing Rob’s 
magic on reels – they really do 

justice to his talent. You will also 
always be up to date with latest 
events and offers.

Best wishes from all of us 

Alex, Rob, Liz, Luke & the teams
info@blackbull-balsham.co.uk
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Returning for its fifth year with a 
record programme of over 180 events

Cambridge Past, Present & Future 
(CPPF) is proud to announce the 
return of the Cambridge Nature 
Festival - five weeks of FREE and 
low-cost activities celebrating the 
natural world in the Cambridge 
area, from 23 May to 30 June 2026.
What to expect
The 2026 festival spans the breadth 
of the region's distinctive landscapes, 
from the chalk streams of Ditton 
Meadows to the rare orchids of 
Haslingfield Quarry, the ancient 
fens of Wicken to the open meadows 
of Wandlebury Country Park. Highlights 
from across the programme include:
Outdoor adventures: 
Boat trips at Wicken Fen National 
Nature Reserve, pond dipping at 
Trumpington Meadows, guided bat 
walks at Cherry Hinton Hall, and 
litter picks at Ditton Meadows.
Family and children's activities:
Community gardening days, and 
hands-on nature discovery 
activities at parks and green 
spaces across the city.
Talks and science: 
The popular Science on Sundays 
series continues at the Cambridge 
Botanic Gardens. Specialist talks 
and workshops from ecologists, 
botanists, and conservationists 

feature throughout the programme.
Arts, culture, and wellbeing: 
A growing cultural strand includes 
'Living Water: Poetry, Art and the 
Fight for Clean Rivers' with an 
associated exhibition, poetry 
workshops and Rivers of Film 
commissions at Pembroke and the 
University Library, guided wellbeing 
walks, and community movement 
sessions.
About the festival
The Cambridge Nature Festival is 
the public expression of a longer-
term ambition: a coordinated effort 
to restore and connect nature 
across the Cambridge area. Behind 
each event sits a simple but urgent 
idea: the landscapes that shape 
this region - fens, meadows, 
waterways, woodlands, and chalk 
downland - form a delicate and 
interdependent system whose future 
depends on collective attention.
Dates, access, and booking
Festival dates: Saturday 23 May to 
Tuesday 30 June 2026

Full programme and booking: 
cambridgenaturenetwork.org/naturefestival

Event listings enquiries:  
nature@cambridgeppf.org

Cost: Many events are FREE. Some 
ticketed events are low cost; full 
details are on the festival website.

Cambridge Nature Festival
23rd May to 30th June 2026
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Temperatures (maximum & minimum) & Rainfall

25.9° on 8th April

13.6° on 10th April

10° on 17th April

0.5° on 25th April

Total rainfall:
5.3mm (0.21”) 

Rain fell on:
5 days

Monthly average 
temperature: 11.2°

Photo: Annie Henderson

Balsham Weather April 2026



Saturday June 6th
Doors open 7.00pm & film at 7.30pm in Balsham Church Institute 

Lincoln (12A)

Join the Picture House with annual membership of just £12  
or come as a guest member at £3/film show

Balsham Picture House has built up a huge library of Blu-Rays which are 
available for any member to borrow to show again at home for a small 

donation. Please contact us at balshampicturehouse@gmail.com

www.balsham.net

The 2012 biographical drama Lincoln, directed by Steven Spielberg  
and starring Daniel Day-Lewis, focuses on the final  

four months of the President's life. 
With the nation embroiled in still another year with the high death count of 
Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln brings the full measure of his passion, 

humanity and political skill to what would become his defining legacy:  
to end the war and permanently abolish slavery through the 13th Amendment. 

Having great courage, acumen and moral fortitude, Lincoln pushes forward  
to compel the nation, and those in government who oppose him,  

to aim toward a greater good for all mankind.

Dave’s bar open as usual before the film for refreshments.


