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Editorial

This month | am writing from a
rather cold and wet Devon. When
the sun is out the view is forty miles
from the Blackdown Hills, but we’ve
barely seen the sun this fortnight
and much of today we’ve been lost
in the clouds! I’'m returning to
Balsham tomorrow, and | hear the
weather is better at home. | look
forward to it, but then | expect it
will be hot and dry, and the complaints
will start again.

Football is dominating the television
but the World Cup does seem to be
encouraging extra exercise when
the matches aren’t on. There seem
to be more people and especially
children out with various club or
international kit on, attempting to
copy their favourites. Please respect
the ‘no ball games’ in the children’s
play park. The rec is very close by,
and by playing there, small children
in the play park won’t be bumped
into or hit by a ball. While on the

subject of sport and activity, don’t
forget to send in your survey about
the Pump Track, either by filling in
the form in last month’s Review or
using the QR code.

Another survey that is mentioned
on page 26 is the one about the
consideration about new bus routes.
The plan being considered would
give us better connection to
Newmarket, but otherwise make
little difference, | believe. At least
our bus routes would stay, unlike
the plans for several local villages
where the bus connections would
be lost altogether.

It is interesting to see Jan’s article
about the Queen’s Head pub at the
bottom of the village, page 19. She
has used a piece from an article
originally written by her mother,
Pam Pask, which used a local paper
of the time, early 1900’s.

While writing with one eye on the
television where England have just
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gone one up against Croatia, | have
just seen an email about the Solar
situation, page 9. It looks like good
news, but we need to be prepared
for the plans to resurrect at any
time, so don’t relax too soon, and
keep your signs handy.

It has been great these last few
days spending time with family
from Sweden, who | only see every
two or three years, as well as those

who live here. How the children
grow and develop new interests,
their parents take on new
responsibilities, and my generation
continue to work hard to keep
everything going is great to see as
the ‘matriarch’ of the family. After
all, I am the eldest!

Gill Parry Brown
EDITOR, BALSHAM REVIEW

Letters

Letters to the Editor for publication MUST be signed and include

your telephone number. Names can be withheld, if requested.
The opinions expressed in the letters and articles in this
magazine are those of the writers, who are responsible for

/

the accuracy of the information contained within them.

DEAR EDITOR

JIGSAW PUZZLES

At Nine Chimney House, Balsham |
now have a good selection of jigsaws
in the garage, with over 80 jigsaws
with 1000 pieces and around 70
jigsaws with 500 pieces, and there
are a few jigsaws with different and

smaller amounts of pieces. Do
please come and take some, and
bring back any you no longer need.
Joanna Sanders

T: 01223 893063

E: sanderschimneys@uwclub.net

Balsham Monthly Charity Quiz

If you enjoy a quiz why not join us
once a month.

We meet at the Black Bull pub, who
kindly let us have a room.

Our quizzes are varied and set by
different people.

Each player pays a £1 and all the
money goes to charity, the winning

team decide which one.
The quiz starts at 8pm so get there
by 7.45 to get a seat (and a drink)!

The next quiz is on July 28th (it's
held on the last Tuesday of the
month).

All welcome!

Hope to see a few new teams!

www.balsham.net



Church Services

Services will be shown on the benefice website
and the Church Notice Board.

Information about services in Holy Trinity Church, Balsham can be found
on the Church Notice Board and on the website www.grantavale.org.uk
under the calendar section, or by signing up to our weekly newsletter,
details of which can also be found on the website.

CHURCH CONTACTS

Revd. lain McColl 01223 890693 mccoll.iain@gmail.com

Revd Hannah Threlfall 01223 481090 revthrelfall24@outlook.com

Church Warden:

Nigel Clark, 01223 893043 n.clarks@btinternet.com

Administrator: Tracey Zambrana Roberts 7churches.seven@gmail.com

SERVICES at other CHURCHES when possible
ROMAN CATHOLIC Masses at:

Cherry Hinton: St Philip Howard Church
Saturday: 5.30pm (Vigil Mass) & Sunday: 10.00am & 12 noon

Haverhill: St Felix, Saturday 6.30pm & Sunday 10am
Sawston: Our Lady of Lourdes, Sunday: 8.45am & 11.15am
FREE CHURCH: Horn Lane, Linton. Sundays: 10.30am
METHODIST: Haverhill Methodist Church, Camps Road

www.balsham.net



From the Church

What does the word ‘Pilgrimage’
conjure up in your mind, | wonder?

We are becoming used to seeing
celebrities undertaking pilgrimages -
stepping out of their comfort zones
to embrace whatever challenge
comes along. It involves adventure
and sharing their own thoughts
about their lives with the group.
They may also share their faith, and
the joy of profound moments when
they realise something significant
that had previously passed them by.
They allow themselves to be vulnerable,
accepting each other's differences,
whatever their perspective.

The trip | made to lona recently
involved different modes of
transport, just like pilgrims of old,
including two ferry rides, two coach
journeys, and two train rides. It was
a way to wind down from the hectic
daily life | had just left behind. There
was time to take in the Scottish
scenery, with lochs and mountains,
some still topped with snow. These
are not man-made views, but part
of God's wonderful creation.

Is it all worth it, you might ask?
Well, on arrival, for those who have

not visited lona, there is such a
sense of peace. The beautiful sandy
beaches and turquoise sea are a
feast for the eyes. Shoulders drop
as we step off the boat and it
becomes a time to relax. There is
an awareness of the simplicity of
the surroundings, giving us time to
be still. All the responsibilities we
carry are left behind for a while.
There may be a realisation that our
lives have become too complicated
and need a little pruning, because
sometimes less really is more.

As | write, we are moving into the
summer season, with good weather
we hope still to come! We do not
necessarily need to go on a long
journey to experience that sense of
peace. Instead, we can feel renewed
by simply noticing the beauty of life
around us. We can stop and look at
the birds we often take for granted
because we are too busy. Taking the
dog for a walk, pausing to use our
senses - taste, smell, touch, and
hearing. Smiling as we pass people,
or simply saying “hello”.

We are encouraged to be outward-
looking, as St Francis encouraged
us. Simplicity is so important, so
wherever you go this summer, take
time to enjoy the simple things and
make the most of God's wonderful
creation.

Happy wandering!

Kathy Bishop

www.balsham.net



July

. 9:30am 11:00am PM Services
Services
United Service with
Holy Communion
5th Balsham
Revd Hannah Threlfall/
Revd lain McColl
Morning Worship
. Balsham
Holy Communion Alistair Collen
West Wickham Holy Communion 6.00pm
12th Revd lain McColl Great Abington Taizé serwc.e
Morning Worship Revd Hannah Threlfall Weston Colville
West Wratting i Steven Wheeler
Alistair Collen Café Church
Hildersham
Revd lain McColl
Holy Communion Holy Communion
West Wickham Balsham 6.00pm
h Revd Hannah Threlfall | Revd Hannah Threlfall Taizé service
L Holy Communion Holy Communion Hildersham
West Wratting Little Abington Revd Hannah Threlfall
Revd Kathy Bishop Revd Kathy Bishop
Morning Worship
West Wickham .
Alistair Collen Holy Communion
. Balsham 6.00pm
Holy Commm?lon Revd Jane Butler Evening Prayer
Weston Colville .
26th Holy Communion (BCP)|  Great Abington

Revd lain McColl/
Steven Wheeler
Creative Church
Great Abington
Revd Hannah Threlfall

Hildersham
Revd lain McColl/
Steven Wheeler

Revd Hannah Threlfall
Alistair Collen

Regular Midweek Services

Every Tuesday at Hildersham church — 7.00pm Silent Space followed by Compline

Every Thursday at Balsham church - 9.30am Holy Communion (said service)

Every Friday at Weston Colville church - 8.45am Morning Prayer

www.balsham.net




Kingsway Solar Community Action

A significant development

At the eleventh hour, Kingsway Solar
wrote to the Planning Inspectorate
to state that it was withdrawing its
application. The Planning Inspectorate's
decision on whether to accept the
application for examination was
due the following day.

At the time of writing, it is not yet
clear whether the project has been
withdrawn permanently or whether
Kingsway intends to revise and
resubmit its application at a later
date. Information currently published
on the Kingsway website suggests
that resubmission may still be under
consideration.

We view this as a positive
development and, for now, KSCA
will be taking a pause while we seek
further information and assess the
situation. We sincerely hope that
this marks the end of the Kingsway
Solar proposal and that our work is
complete. However, should there
be further developments requiring

community support, we will be sure
to keep everyone informed.

We would like to take this
opportunity to thank everyone who
has supported the campaign over
the past months. From attending
meetings and submitting feedback
to volunteering, fundraising and
spreading the word, your efforts
have made a real difference.

We believe that the campaign has
helped shine a light on a number of
significant concerns and deficiencies
within the Kingsway Solar proposal,
and we hope that this scrutiny has
contributed to the decision to
withdraw the application.

For now, we encourage residents to
watch this space for future updates.
With any luck, there may also be
time for a well-earned break for
the KSCA team and all those who
have supported the campaign.

Kathy Day

www.balsham.net
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Balsham Good Neighbour Scheme

The UK government has recently
changed the rules about how much
volunteer groups can ask residents
to pay for trips in volunteers’ cars.
Up until now, we have asked
residents to pay 30p per mile,
which is topped up by the local
authority at 15p per mile, making a
total of 45p per mile which is meant
to pay for drivers’ fuel and wear and
tear on the vehicle. The government
has now raised this to 55p per mile
and we are waiting to hear from
the local authority if they are going
to keep the top up at 15p per mile.
This would mean, for instance, that
a return trip to Addenbrookes, for
which residents currently pay £6,
would in the future cost £8 for the
return trip. When | hear more details
from the local authority, | will be
informing you about changes to the
cost of trips in volunteers’ vehicles.

We have continued with our
monthly Community Cafes and the
next one is on Tuesday 14th July in
the Balsham Church Institute from
10 to 12 noon. You are all welcome
to attend. This will be the last one
before we take a break in August.
For more than 3 years now we have

also had a monthly Community
Lunch with kind support from
volunteers from the Church serving
up to 50 residents at a time. If you
would like to come to a Community
Lunch, do get in touch to put your
name on the list. The next one will
be in September.

During the summer many of our
volunteers spend more time with
their families, in particular during
the holidays on child-minding
duties. This means we are not able
to provide as much support driving
residents to appointments. If you
have an appointment during July
and especially August, please ask
friends or family if they can take
you so that the BGNS can support
residents who have no other means
of transport to attend appointments.

If you want to get in touch, if you
need support or if you would like to
offer to join our group of volunteers,
contact:

balshamgns@gmail.com

or phone or leave a message on:
07508 430057

Steve Jordan
COORDINATOR
BALSHAM GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME
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Family of Love: the

Familists in Balsham

On 26 May Professor Alex Walsham
gave an excellent talk on the
Reformation and the effect it had
on the parishes in this area. It was
given in aid of St Andrew’s Church,
Great Wratting, as part of a fund-
raising event for the church. During
the talk she mentioned a non-
conformist sect called the Family
of Love or the Familists, who were
based in Balsham. A brief mention of
them is made the book “Balsham a
Village Story 1617-2107" published by
the Balsham Map Project in 2017,
and in “Balsham Parish Church — A
guide to the Tower and Bells”, by
WNGG, July 1997. So, | did a little
research to find out more and |
thought that readers of the Balsham
Review may be interested in what |
found.

My first port of call was ChatGPT and
within seconds it told me ideas of
the sect which began in the
Netherlands and was brought over
to England by a Christopher Vitell
(Vitel or Vittels). Balsham was an
important centre for the Familists
in 1570s. They advocated religious
tolerance, inward spirituality over
dogma, pacifism and universal
fellowship. These seem to be very
advanced ideals for that time, in
my opinion. However, the ChatGPT
referred me to an article by
Christopher Marsh called “A Graceless,

and Audacious Companie — the
Family of Love in the Parish of
Balsham, 1550-1630”. This is the title
of a paper from a book published
by Cambridge University Press in
1986 and copy of the paper is in
the Cambridge Collection at the
Cambridge Central Library. The
author has researched wills and
documents relating to people in
Balsham during that period and his
work is quite detailed. Apparently,
the sect was viewed with suspicion
by the authorities. One reason was
that there were Familists in the
Queen’s Guard (Queen Elizabeth I)
and that the sect was thought to
threaten social revolution. Some of
the things that the sect said were
considered disrespectful and imply
social insubordination. For example:

“The Lorde preferueth the simple”

“I had rather heave an honest
poore mans report spoken, than a
rich mans that is a lyer”

Consequently, between June 1575
and November 1580 the sect was
referred a dozen times to the Privy
Council. Bishops in many regions of
the country, including the Bishop of
Ely, were instructed to carry out
investigations into the sect. It seems
that as a result, John Taylor and
Henry Marshe of Balsham were
arrested in 1580 and imprisoned.

www.balsham.net 1
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However, they were involved in local
religious life and were church officers.

In 1563 Balsham was made up of 80
households. Ten of the twenty that
were taxed were connected with the
Family of Love, so they were a
relatively wealthy group. | see from
the 1617 Thomas Langton map that
Hen. Marshe and Jo. Taylor are shown
as owning fields just north of Holy
Trinity Church. Despite the arrests,
the Familists were respected and
integrated members of the local
society. The fact that Familists
stayed in Balsham indicates that
they were not viewed with hostility.

It is interesting to note that William
Tailer (possibly related to John
Taylor) was a Churchwarden and
Georg Wolard or Woolward were

Familists and their names are
inscribed on the tenor bell of 1609
in Holy Trinity Church. The Latin
inscription reads: “Non sono
subamina muroutrom sed subirua
viventium”. Apparently, this does not
make much sense but the words
“subamina muroutrom” and “subirua”
have been deliberately reversed
and should read “animabus
mortuorum” and “auribus”. So
translated the inscription reads: “/
do not sound for the souls of the
dead but for the ears of the living”.
This may be a reference to one of
the beliefs of the Familists that
they did not believe in the afterlife.

Henryk Pisarski

Balsham WI

Our June meeting saw us taking a
historical walk around some of
Balsham’s best-known points of
interest, under the guidance of
Balsham WI member and local
history expert Jan Ellam. Firstly, we
made our way to the area of green
on which the Prince Memorial (also
known as the bandstand) sits. This
used to be the village green and Jan
told us about the well that once was
here, which is now covered over by
the large slab of concrete on which
the Christmas tree now stands
each year. We also heard about the
slab of granite stone that displays

the “best kept village” plaque, which
according to local legend, was
ploughed up on Cambridge Road,
and the village sign - the earlier
version of which was presented to
the village by the WI. The Prince
Memorial itself was erected in
memory of William Prince by his
sister Anne and remains a welcome
shelter in which to rest to this day.

Moving on to The Old Butcher’s, we
learnt how it appeared on the 1617
enclosures map as a large house and
was the site of several different
businesses over the years including
a tailor’s, a grocer and draper’s and

www.balsham.net



a glazier’s before becoming a butcher’s
shop in 1920 with a slaughterhouse
around the back, and passing through
the hands of various owners until it
became the coffee shop we know
and love today.

Finally, we walked back past the
Old School on Church Lane. This was
the village school from the 1860s
until 1971 when the present Meadow
School was built and we heard some
of the members’ memories of
attending there, before heading back
to the Pavilion for refreshments
and WI business. Our thanks to Jan
for such an enjoyable evening and we
were very lucky for some sunshine
after a day of heavy rain!

Our next meeting is on Tuesday
14th July, and our president
Bridget Durham is kindly hosting us
at her home for a social evening.

We start at the earlier time of
6.30pm to make the most of the
lighter evening.

Save the Date

Balsham WI Autumn Fair, Saturday
3 October, 2026. 10am - 2pm at
Balsham Church Institute. If you
are interested in a stall at this
event, please contact Juliet Bevan
on g7rvs@hotmail.co.uk

We are a friendly group, and new
members are always welcome. Our
meetings are held on the second
Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm
in the Pavilion, Balsham. Please get
in touch if you are interested in
joining us — balshamwi@gmail.com
or send a message on Facebook,
@Balsham WI

Sarah Evans

Bin Collections July/August

DATE

Wednesday July 157

BLACK BLUE

GREEN

N

Wednesday July 8™

| |

Wednesday July 15™

Wednesday July 22N°

N

Wednesday July 29™

Wednesday August 5™

N

www.balsham.net
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The Meadow Primary School

As the summer term gathers pace,
Meadow children have been
embracing new challenges, stepping
out of their comfort zones and
making the most of some fantastic
opportunities. From scaling high ropes
in Norfolk to building confidence in
the swimming pool, pupils have
shown determination, resilience and
a real sense of adventure.

Year 6 Enjoy an

Unforgettable Residential

One of the highlights of the term
has undoubtedly been the Year 6
residential visit to Norfolk Lakes. The
children spent five action-packed
nights away, taking part in a huge
range of exciting activities designed
to challenge them, build confidence
and encourage teamwork.

From kayaking and giant
paddleboarding to crate stacking,
high ropes and archery, there was
no shortage of adventure. The
children demonstrated resilience,
determination and excellent
teamwork throughout the week,
often stepping outside their comfort
zones to try something new.

The residential provided countless
opportunities for personal growth,
friendship and fun, and the children
returned full of stories, memories
and smiles. It was clear they had
an absolutely fantastic time.
Making a Splash!

Another much-loved part of life at

The Meadow continues to be our
swimming provision. We are
incredibly fortunate to have a
heated swimming pool on site,
allowing every child from Reception
through to Year 6 to enjoy regular
swimming lessons throughout the
year.

Swimming is an essential life skill,
and it has been wonderful to see
children grow in confidence and
ability in the water. Whether taking
their first tentative strokes or refining
more advanced techniques, pupils
continue to make excellent progress.

Supporting a Unique Opportunity
At a time when school budgets
continue to be stretched, we
recognise just how fortunate we are
to be able to offer this opportunity
to all of our children. Maintaining
and operating the pool is a
significant commitment, but one
that we believe brings enormous
benefits to our pupils.

We are committed to continuing
this provision for future generations
of Meadow children. If there are
any local businesses, organisations
or individuals who would be
interested in supporting the running
of our swimming pool through
sponsorship, donations or partnership
opportunities, we would be delighted
to hear from you via the school office.

As we move towards the end of
another successful academic year,

www.balsham.net



we look forward to celebrating our school community.
even more achievements and

sharing the final few weeks of Faye Facer

learning, adventure and fun with ASSISTANT HEADTEACHER

Photo: Kathy Day

www.balsham.net
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| would like to say a big thank you money for the Arthur Rank Hospice.
to everyone who sponsored me to do  1p date | have raised £1800 which
Europe’s fastest zip wire in North is amazing. If anyone would still like
Wales. to sponsor me you can do so by my
Velocity 2, located in the heart of Just Giving page:

the Snowdonia National Park, spans www.justgiving.com/page/gail-

1.5 kilometres over the Penrhyn collis-6 or pop into 77 High Street,
Quarry lake and reaches speeds of  Balsham.
up to and over 100 mph! Many thanks

This was part of my 80th birthday
celebrations and | wanted to raise

Jeanne Clements

o r
Photo: Kathy Day
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Linton Village College

LVC has just completed another
successful Enrichment Week, a
valued part of the school calendar
that develops caring and
independent learners. While
students in Years 7 and 8 enjoy a
range of activities and local trips,
Year 10 go on work experience, and
Year 9 students have the opportunity
to travel further afield on residentials.
For all students, Enrichment Week is
an unforgettable highlight, offering
a diverse range of opportunities to
broaden horizons and support
personal development.

This year students travelled far and
wide, from the rugged landscapes
of Cornwall to the cultural richness
of southern Italy, the dramatic

scenery of Iceland and the outdoor
adventure of Scotland. Each trip
offered a unique blend of learning
and challenge beyond the classroom.

In Cornwall, students explored the
Eden Project, Tintagel Castle and the
Minack Theatre, alongside wildlife
encounters and coastal discovery.
Meanwhile, those visiting Scotland
embraced outward-bound activities
including abseiling, bushcraft and
water sports, building resilience and
teamwork.

The Iceland trip provided a striking
contrast, immersing students in
geothermal landscapes, waterfalls
and glaciers, while deepening their
understanding of geography. In
Italy, students experienced history
and culture first hand, visiting
Pompeii, the Amalfi Coast and Naples,
alongside a memorable pizza making
experience.

Across all destinations, students
developed independence, confidence
and connections beyond the
classroom. For many, the week will
have been truly life changing.

The success of Enrichment Week
reflects the tremendous planning,
organisation and dedication of staff,
whose energy ensured safe and
enriching experiences for all. Their
commitment is greatly appreciated
by students and families alike.

Laura Heard
PR & COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER
Email: lheard@lintonvc.org

www.balsham.net
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Join us on a Thursday night to learn and
sing theme tunes from the Bond movies, musical theatre
(Grease & Les Miserables) as well as songs from
Abba and Queen.

July 2"°

Balsham Sports Pavilion
No booking required - pay as you go (£5)

balshamsingers@hotmail.com

Friends of Holy Trinity Church Balsham
Raising funds for our beautiful Parish Church

HARVEST SUPPER

Friday 2nd October at 7pm
Tickets are £17.50 (under 12’s £8)

Enjoy a ’s supper foll d by d
desserts to include hot & cold soft drinks. You are welcome to
bring your own favorite drink , we will have glasses available.
This is a ticket only event
Tickets on sale at Balsham Post office from September 1

During the evening there will be a raffle and table quiz with a
prize for the winning table

For any enquiries and further information please contact Pam Down.
Please also inform us of any allergies/ dietary req

1ts pam.a. com

\’;: . Jloam zpm

,‘,',‘:.'*:ﬁ“ . NS e
‘»,,«r WS - ‘L‘bqﬁ‘;,-:,-

o9 Cmﬂ Stalls = Homemade Cakes :
S * Preserves « Raffle 7
s;:c;,.n..%o- Qe{(e,s_’@n/b &_/iflfre! o

7ar Nl
Al 1 "@ =
RATRES Balsham Church Instntute
Lﬁ\ Church Lane, Balsham ,“
< CB214DS » 08

-’ - "Sj

A\

- FAIR »

Y

Sunday 12" July
12-2pm
MEADOW PRIMARY - BALSHAM
SCHOOL LANE ENTRANCE

JOIN US FOR LOTS OF FUN!

-Bouncy Castles:  AL000N,

‘FDC?BIJBtJ(i)nfing- * * *

+ Games - N
+Sweets & Popcorn: W Y
- Tombola & Raffle - "%
- Temporary Tattoos - S
and much more!
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Disastrous Fire at Balsham:
A Two-Day Blaze

From a Report published in the Cambridge Independent Press, August 31 1906

The Queen's Head 1906

On Friday, there was a fresh outbreak
of the fire that occurred on Thursday,
August 23 at Balsham, as reported
in our last issue. The fire originally
broke out about 9 am Thursday
morning at Place Farm, occupied by
Mr Hanslip Long, and caused by a
boy playing with matches.

Flames were seen proceeding from
a wheat stack and, although plenty
of willing helpers were soon as hand,
the fire got quite beyond control.
The water supply was inadequate
as all the water had to be carried
from a pond 50 yards away. Linton
fire brigade was sent for but by the
time it arrived the fire had obtained
a good hold. Some flying sparks set
fire to a shed on Mr Jonas Price’s
farm which was some distance
away, separated from Mr Long’s
house by a garden and a road. The

The Queen's Head 1973

intervening premises, having tiled
roofs, suffered no damage.

Preventative Measures

In the face of this new difficulty,
the original fire, being on isolated
premises, was allowed to burn itself
out and the fire brigade turned
attention to preventing the fire on
Mr Price’s farm from spreading to
the ‘Queens Head’ a public house,
and some nearby cottages. The fire
blazed during the whole of Thursday
and Thursday night. Very few of the
villagers went to bed and many,
fearing a further spread of the fire
removed furniture from their homes
into fields. Wind direction changed
several times during the night and
had it blown continuously from the
south-west a large slice of property
in the village might have been
involved. Mr Long’s farm is at the

www.balsham.net



Cambridge end of the village — a
long and straggling one — and
fortunately the general direction was
towards open country. (on Friday,
charred wheat ears and straw were
found a mile away in Horseheath).

About 4.00 o’clock the same day
smoke was issuing from the thatch
and the alarm was raised. Water
was thrown over the thatch and
apparently the fire was put out.
However, at 6.00 o’clock there was
another outbreak. The Linton fire
brigade were once again sent for and
although promptly on the scene the
public house was all ablaze and
the Brigade devoted their attention
to preventing the spread of the fire
to some cottages adjoining. The
house was burnt to the ground with
nothing left but the sign which hangs
from a pole some distance from the
building. The ‘Queen’s Head’ is the
property of Mr E J Pilgrim, Brewer,
of Chesterford and was bought by
him, together with the 3 cottages
adjoining, for about £800. The house
contained some valuable antique
furniture and a large quantity of
beer, spirits etc, all of which were
destroyed.

The fire burnt itself out during Friday
night but all through Saturday,
Sunday and Monday it was carefully
watched in order that any further
outbreak may be checked. High
praise is due to the Linton Fire
Brigade, the County Constabulary,

who did good work in organising, as
well as villagers, of whom rendered
splendid service. A great many people
visited the scene of the outbreak
during Sunday.

Call for Assistance

It may be mentioned that when the
fire at the ‘Queen’s Head’ occurred
on Friday evening messages were
sent to the Cambridge and
Chesterton Fire Brigade asking
them to render assistance. The
request placed the Borough Brigade
in a quandary. Could they leave
Cambridge practically unguarded
for several hours whilst they went
to a fire ten miles away? Captain
Greef considered that the risk was
too great and decided not to go.
Chesterton Brigade often go the
county fires and on this occasion
Captain Whibley spent an hour
looking for horses to draw the
engine to Balsham. He could find no
horsekeeper prepared to send his
horses on such a distant expedition
at that hour and after a day’s work
therefore gave up the attempt. We
understand that Mr Hammond of
the Castle Hotel has promised to
supply horses at any time in future.

Note: /t is understood locally
that the boy with the matches
left the village — whether of his
own free will or not!

Jan Ellam
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Sawston Area u3a:
Learn, Laugh, Live

Sawston Area u3a currently has
around 500 members, drawn from
Sawston and the surrounding villages.
The only requirement for joining is
that you are no longer in full-time
employment, have free time on your
hands and a zest for life!

With over 50 groups, there are a
multitude of activities to choose
from, whether your interests be
creative, educational, social or sport.

The annual subscription is payable
from 1st August and represents
excellent value for money with most
classes/activities included. Payment
of a small additional fee entitles you
to join the Theatre and Outings group.
This has a varied programme, with
recent visits including the Thursford
Christmas Spectacular, Sunny
Afternoon at Milton Keynes, as well
as Starlight Express, Hamilton and

Tina in the West End.

Outings are also arranged
throughout the year to local places
of interest. Previous visits have
included Chislehurst Caves,
Helmingham Hall Gardens, Burleigh
and Hatfield Historic houses and a
guided tour of Oxford.

Joining Sawston Area u3a is a great
way to meet like-minded people,
make new friends and have fun. So,
if you are recently retired, have just
moved into the area, or simply have
time on your hands, why not give it
a go?

For further information on our full
range of opportunities, come along
to our Summer Meeting on Tuesday
28th July at Ickleton Village Hall
from 2pm or visit our website at
https://sawston-area.u3asite.uk

Cambridge Carbon Footprint

Are you ready for the next heatwave?
‘Get Ready for Heatwaves’ is a FREE
live online talk on Tues 30th June
at 7:30-8:30pm by Cambridge
Carbon Footprint, a local charity
taking positive action to tackle the
causes of climate change.

You will hear advice on exterior
shading, ventilation, personal cooling
and the importance of insulation.
We’re all aware of the measures we

can take to reduce our contribution
to climate change, but we also need
to take action to protect ourselves
from its consequences.

This talk will equip you with the
information you need to take
practical action before the next
heatwave hits. Book here:

s - https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/
¥ get-ready-for-heatwaves-
registration-1989224497019
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Community Orchard & Allotment News

The plant sale on 2nd May raised a
total of £417.10 towards the cost of
replacing some of the failed
Community Orchard trees. Thanks
to everyone who donated plants
and those who helped on the day
and to the customers without whom

it would not have been so successful.

We plan to plant the new trees
during late winter/early spring.

Mark Chennells has continued to
cut the grass around the trees and
the contractor cut the whole area
in May. Tracy Coston has asked
them to cut it on a monthly basis
through the summer. The trees
have also been watered on a fairly
regular basis and are looking better
for it. Thanks to all the volunteers
who have helped with that. Mark
has also put down additional mulch
to help keep moisture in the
ground over the summer.

It was hoped that the work on

Wally’s Triangle would have been
completed by now but the long dry
spring made it impossible to make
progress. The recent rain enabled
some further work to be carried out.
Thanks to the volunteers who have
given their time and effort. We will
get there eventually.

A contractor has been appointed to
install the 2 water taps at the
Princes Close allotment site. A
third tap will be installed at the
southern side of the Hawthorns
plots to facilitate watering of the
orchard trees. Hopefully this will
have been completed by the time
you read this.

We still have some vacant plots so
if you are interested please email
balshamallotments@balsham.net
to arrange a viewing.

Jennie Tipler

Worldwide Mothers’ Union - 150

Mary Sumner founded the Mothers’
Union 150 years ago in 1876 and
there are many celebrations taking
place throughout the world - there
are over 4 million members in 84

countries. There was a large service

in St Paul’s Cathedral in June for
the National celebration and there
will be a Worldwide Event in
Durban in September.

The Balsham Branch was founded
in 1897 and is still active although
with few rather elderly members.
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Ely Diocese is having several events
to celebrate this event: on 13th
June there was a Garden Party in
the Bishop of Ely’s garden (in a
marquee) for members of the Ely
Diocesan Mothers’ Union which |
attended. There was a large cake

(see photo), raffle and musical
entertainment. The event was well
supported by members.

Joanna Sanders
BRANCH LEADER & SECRETARY,
BALSHAM BRANCH

Linton Library News

For the 2026 Summer Reading
Challenge, ‘Read to the Beat’, the
Reading Agency has partnered with
Universal Music Group to help
reach even more young people and
show them that stories and songs
share the same power to inspire. To
complete the Challenge, children
simply need to read six library books
over the summer holidays and
collect a sticker for each one.
Families can sign up in their local
Library for free from Saturday 4th
July.

With the holiday season upon us,
make sure you stock up on some
reading matter to take with you.
Travel guides, sci-fi, romance, audio
books or large print — we have
something for everyone (and if we
don’t, we can reserve an item for
you for only 50p).

As part of a new scheme, we are
now loaning out Blood Pressure
Monitors for FREE. To find out more,
talk to library staff.

Daylight Readers: Our Book Groups
meet on Friday 17th, one at
10.30am and the other at 2.30pm.
The morning group would love to
welcome new members. Come and
check it out!

Rhythm & Rhyme: Tuesday
mornings 10.30-11am for 0-4 years
(term time only), followed by Duplo.
We would love to see you and your
little ones there!

Knit and Natter: every Tuesday,
2pm - 4pm. Bring along any craft
project you’re working on.

IT Drop In: every Wednesday 5-7pm,
knowledgeable volunteers are here
to offer help with Information
Technology.

Games Afternoon: weekly, Thursday
2-4pm. Come and meet new
people, board/card games provided
or bring your favourite to share.

Lego/Duplo: Friday 10-11am, weekly
(every 1st, 2nd & 4th Friday). Come
along and entertain your 0-4 year old.

Vicky Anandraj & Ann King
COMMUNITY LIBRARY ASSISTANTS

Opening hours
Mon CLOSED Thurs 2-5pm
Tues 10am-5pm Fri 10am-5pm
Weds 4-7pm Sat 10am-1pm

Customer Services
(regular office hours): 0345 045 5225
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library

www.balsham.net
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Balsham Parish Council

The Parish Council Meeting took place on 8th June, 2026 at 7.30pm in Balsham Pavilion.

The next Parish Council Meeting
will be held on 20th July, 2026
at 7.30 pm in Balsham Pavilion

ALL WELCOME TO ATTEND

Parish Councillor

Vacancies for co-option

There are two vacancies on the
Parish Council and if anyone would
like to apply to be co-opted please
contact me for more information.
(clerk@balsham.net)

Allotments

There is one full-sized plot available.
Please contact the Parish Council
for further details.

The Parish Council thanked the
volunteers for their work on the
vacant allotments, and Mark
Chennells for the improvements to
the track at Woodhall Lane and the
entrance to The Hawthorns.

The additional taps at Princes Close
allotments and the Community
Orchard should be installed by the
end of July.

Website

The Parish Council thanked Clive
Bennett for updating and developing
the Balsham website.

Planning Decisions:

Site address: 45 High Street, Balsham
Reference: 26/0426/TTCA

Proposal: Tree 1 - Magnolia

Grandiflora - Fell and remove
entirely; Tree 2 - Yew, Taxus Baccata
- Crown reduction by 2.5 metres.
SCDC: approved the tree work

Pump Track Project

The Parish Council has received 127
responses to the Pump Track Survey.
Please engage with the project and
complete the survey in the centre of
the magazine, either electronically
or by posting the paper survey from
the June Review in the box at the
Post Office by 30th June.

Housing Needs Survey

The Parish Council has decided to
carry out its own ‘Housing Needs
Survey’ in order to save the £4,000
quoted by Cambridgeshire ACRE.
The questions will be agreed by the
Parish Council and circulated in
September.

Kingsway Solar Farm

The application has been submitted,
but the documents will not be
available until the application has
been accepted. There will be an
Open Meeting on 22nd July at
Balsham Pavilion to help residents
comment on the Solar Farm
application. It is very important
that members of the public engage
with the planning process and
submit their comments.

High Street Map Boards
The Parish Council has approved a
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quote for paving slabs to be laid
around the map boards in the lower
High Street.

Pavilion

The showers are to be upgraded,
and the fascias and guttering have
been replaced.

No Ball Games in the Play Area
Two new signs stating ‘No Ball
Games’ will be placed on the gates

to the play area. Please do not play
ball games in the play area; the
recreation ground is adjacent to
the play area. It is nearby for those
children who want to play ball.

Tracy Coston

PARISH CLERK

Tel: 01223 894462 / 07929930385
Email: clerk@balsham.net
Website: www.balsham.net

District & County Councillor’s
June Report

County Council:

Kingsway Solar Farm

The Kingsway Solar application has
now been submitted to PINS, the
government’s planning department.
This starts the process of the
application being looked at and
decided upon. The current stage is
the government need to decide
whether to accept the application,
or not. It’s likely it will be accepted,
which then starts the process of
examination. An element of this
examination will require people to
give their comments and views on
the proposal again. We’d encourage
as many people as possible to
engage with this, when the time is
upon us. You can register to comment
on the application once the
application has been accepted by
PINS.

Zero Carbon Communities Grant
The popular Zero Carbon
Communities Grant from the
District Council is now reopen and
taking bids. Community groups and
parish councils can apply from up
to £19,000 for schemes that help
reduce carbon emissions or more
sustainable living. Full information
can be found on the website:
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/climate-and-
environment/zero-carbon-communities/
zero-carbon-communities-grant

Contact Information:

Geoff Harvey
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR
geoff.harvey@gmail.com

Henry Batchelor
COUNTY COUNCILLOR
henrybatchelor89@gmail.com
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Could Changes to Local Bus Services
Affect You?

A

L W W

The Cambridgeshire and
Peterborough Combined Authority
is asking residents to share their
views on proposed changes to local
bus services.

The proposals aim to improve
reliability, strengthen connections
and ensure services continue to
meet local travel needs. They
include proposed changes to the
16A service, which connects Balsham
with Cambridge, Addenbrooke's
and Great Thurlow, as well as other
services across East Cambridgeshire.

No decisions have been made, and
residents are encouraged to review
the proposals and have their say
before the engagement closes at
5pm on Tuesday 28 July.

View the proposals and complete
the survey:

https:/[cpca-yourvoice.
- co.uk/bus-network-
review-engagement/

Editor:
| have looked at the website and
found that the 16A which runs at
present from Haverhill to
Cambridge and back once a day
would be re-routed, starting in
Isleham, then via Newmarket and
Balsham to end at Addenbrookes,
early in the day, and return later,
to carry commuters in particular.
The other bus that would come
through Balsham is the new East
Cambs Revised Service B: This
would become the main local
route running between Newmarket
Tesco and Haverhill Tesco.
Passengers would get a bus
roughly every two hours Monday
to Saturday. The route would link:

Newmarket via Dullingham, West
Wickham, Balsham, Linton, the
Camps and then Haverhill, much
the same as now, but with an
added regular daily service to
Newmarket.

Do please respond to the survey.

| hoped that we would manage to
get an extension to a Fulbourn
route to give us a direct bus to
Cambridge, but it seems we couldn’t
produce enough passengers for
that.

Gill Parry Brown
EDITOR, BALSHAM REVIEW
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West Wickham & District Gardening Club

Out and About

After a packed winter programme
and record-breaking Plant Sale this
spring the members of West Wickham
& District Gardening Club are taking
a well-earned break, out and about
in the sunny summer weather.

After a fantastic coach trip to RHS
Wisley in June we are looking
forward to a private tour of two local
gardens, opened under the National
Garden Scheme, in Westley
Waterless on the 16th July.

Our programme of talks begins again
in September, followed by our
increasingly popular Summer Fair.
More about these events to follow
next month.

So, in the meantime, enjoy the
summer and we look forward to
informing and entertaining you in

September!

If you would like to hear more
about the Club and our activities,
they we’d be very pleased to hear
from you.

Membership is £8 with new members
welcome to join throughout the year.

Contact

Sally Collins at wwdgc@
westwickham.org for further
information about the club.

Janet Morris at jmmorris@
jmmorris.plus.com for information
about the Club’s Plant Heritage and
RHS membership benefits.

Alice and Andy Mitchell at
photo@westwickham.org for
information about our summer photo
competition and to send your entries.

Sally Collins

Balsham July Diary
| _DATE _ EVENTETIME _ VENUE |

Thursday 2nd Final Singing for Fun, 7.30pm Pavilion
Saturday 4th Picture House, The Aviator, 7.30pm Institute
Tuesday 14th Community Café, 10.00-12.00 Institute
Tuesday 14th Balsham WI, 7.30pm Pavilion
Monday 20th Parish Council, 7.30pm Pavilion
Wednesday 22nd | Kingsway SCA workshop, 7.00-9.00pm | Pavilion
Saturday 25th Ukraine Collection, 9.00-1.00pm ﬁgmif’?/nSchool
Tuesday 28th u3a Summer Meeting, 2pm Ic_kleton

Village Hall
Tuesday 28th Bus survey ends, 5.00pm

www.balsham.net
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Ukraine’s Continuing Crisis

Let’s not forget them - please help.

A collection for the people of
Ukraine will be held on Saturday
25th July at Abington Primary School
from 9.00am until 1.00pm.
Organised by Saffron Walden Rotary
this will be the seventh collection
in Abington and the twenty-fifth
overall that Rotary has organised

since Ukraine was invaded.
N ¥ [:3 .

United Nations
Human Rights Monitoring Mission,
the relentless shelling and drone
strikes have killed at least 15,850
Ukrainian civilians and nearly 45,000
injured. The energy crisis is disrupting
public access to water, electricity,
heating, healthcare, education and
social protection. More than 2.5
million homes across the country

- 13% of the housing stock — have
been damaged or destroyed, leaving
many Ukrainians in damaged homes
or in buildings ill-prepared for life
threatening freezing temperatures
next winter. As the war continues,
humanitarian needs are multiplying
and spreading. An estimated 10.8

million people in Ukraine will need
humanitarian assistance in 2026,
with the hardest winter yet for
Ukrainians.

Donations, together with food and
generators bought using cash
contributions, are taken to UK-Aid,
the local charity also known as
Felsted Aid for Deprived Children.
UK-Aid checks each item for
suitability, cleanliness and quality
before packing and weighing for the
customs manifest required by
authorities along the delivery route.
As UK-Aid already has a large amount
of clothing to process, it has asked
that clothing NOT be donated for the
time being. Other regular donations
are still needed, including tinned
and dried food, toiletries, sanitary
products, shoes and bedding in good
condition (but not pillows or duvets),
mobility aids, toys, educational
items, washing powder and other
cleaning products, wet wipes, hand
sanitizer and more. UK-Aid has also
urgently requested generators,
candles, torches and batteries, power
packs, and solar panels or solar
power packs, as Russia continues to
target power stations.

Please help us. If you have any
queries contact Tony at
tony.collett3112@gmail.com

Tony Collet
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ck Bull

Happy July to Balsham all from
The Black Bull

We have just launched Rob’s new
Summer Menu - lots of super
salads and light summery dishes

— think smoked halibut, tuna steak,
duck pastrami salad, lamb chops,
mango souffle, lemon & almond
parfait... Check the website for the
menu.

Events Ahead:

Friday 10th July:

Friendly Friday Happy Hour 6-7pm
These are set for every second
Friday of the month.

Meeting up at the pub is all the more
fun when there is a good gaggle
from the village turning up at the
same time, but when are others
going to be there? Well, they will
be there at least one Friday a
month because it will be Friendly
Friday at the Black Bull with Happy
Hour 15% off headline drinks 6-7pm.

Half Price Fish & Chips Wednesdays
Every Wednesday we are offering
half price fish & chips @ £9.50

The Bla

when booked in advance. Just ring
us up or book a table through the
website mentioning this local offer.

Sushi Weekend

Thursday 9th — Saturday 11th July
You can’t beat sushi for a light
summer meal. But it is quite a lot
of work to do at home - so why
not let Rob and his team treat you
to a feast. Rolled to order. Mix and
Match your sushi rolls amongst
your table.

Black Bull Caribbean BBQ
Saturday 25th July

Rob will be reminiscing over the
coals again this summer - treating
us to a Taste of the Caribbean -
bringing us the light and fresh
flavours from his beach bbq days
on Mustique.

England World Cup

With any luck, next rounds through
July — Happy Hour prices during
matches. Next round: Wed 1st or Fri
3rd July

Save The Date - Sunday 19th July
World Cup Final: England v ?

Liz has been capturing days in the
life of the Black Bull - mouth
watering. You will also always be
up to date with latest events and
offers.

Best wishes from all of us

Alex, Rob, Liz, Luke & the teams
info@blackbull-balsham.co.uk

www.balsham.net
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Cambridge Open Studios 2026

Cambridge Open Studios returns this
July, inviting visitors to step inside
artists' studios, homes and creative
workspaces across Cambridge and
surrounding villages.

Taking place over four weekends,
this free annual arts event offers the
chance to meet artists and makers,
discover original work and enjoy
creative days out across the region.
Visitors can explore painting,
printmaking, ceramics, jewellery,
textiles, sculpture, photography,
glass, illustration, mixed media and
contemporary craft.

Plan your own route, follow local
art trails and use the Cambridge

Open Studios website and app to
discover participating artists,

venues and opening weekends.

When: 4/5, 11/12, 18/19 and 25/26
July 2026

Where: Cambridgeshire
Entry: FREE

Website: https://camopenstudios.org/july-
open-studios-2026/

Locally, we have: In Fulbourn
(Studio numbers refer to a map on
the website):
m Mel Fraser, Studio 136 -
contemporary stone sculpture
m Ed Munn, Studio 137 — one line
drawings
m George Hamilton, Studio 138 - oil
paintings
m Brenda W Field, Studio 139
— seascapes, landscapes and
more
m Carol Whitehouse, Studio 140
- vibrant watercolours

And in West Wratting:

m Pippa Winkworth, Studio 143
— landscape paintings, showing
at West Wratting Village Hall.

Balsham Singers

The choir takes a break until
September 10th after our final
Sing for Fun session on 2nd July
in the Balsham Sports Pavilion at
7.30pm. We’'ll be singing an ABBA
medley at this session.

Watch out for information in next
month’s Review on our Come and

Sing event on 7th November
raising money for The Royal British
Legion.

Enquiries to me:
Text mob: 07977 502 015

Jo Stinton
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Balsham Weather May 2026

Photo: Lesley Bennett
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Saturday July 4th
Doors open 7.00pm & film at 7.30pm in Balsham Church Institute

The Aviator (12)

The July film will be The Aviator (12) - a Martin Scorsese academy award
winning picture starring Leonardo DiCaprio in the true story of the
legendary rebel millionaire Howard Hughes who grew famous for his
Hollywood movies, aviation records (including founding the US airline
TWA) and courting glamorous women. Stars include Cate Blanchett as
Katharine Hepburn and Kate Beckinsale as Ava Gardner.

Dave’s bar open as usual before the film for refreshments.

Join the Picture House with annual membership of just £12
or come as a guest member at £3/film show

Balsham Picture House has built up a huge library of Blu-Rays which are
available for any member to borrow to show again at home for a small
donation. Please contact us at balshampicturehouse@gmail.com
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